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For the Utica Christian R: pos itory. 
THEOLOGICAL QUESTIONS. 
(Continued from p. 137.) 

66. What is the proof of the truth) 
of the scriptures from the exhibitions | 
they give of the divine character? 

Ans. They show Ged to be such a| 
being as all good men approve, and 
all bad men dislike. 

67. How do you answer the objec- 
tion, that God is represented as com- 
manding things contrary to the ac- 
knowledged duty of men to love one 
another, as Abraham to sacrifice his 
son, the Israelites to borrow jewels of 
the Egyptians, for the purpose of 
spoiling them, to destroy defenceless 
women and children, and the like? 

Ans. God has a right to dispose of 
all his creatures, as he shall sce most 
for his own glory and the general 
good of the universe. He has a right 
to take away the life or property of 
any of our race, when he pleases. 
He does it continually in his provi- 
dence, by storms, famine, pestilence, 
earthquakes, &c. And if he pleases 
toemploy men as his instruments in | 
doing it, he has a right thus to employ 
them, as well as the natural elements. 
But in such instances as are stated in 
the objection, there is no such contra- 
diction as seems to be supposed. 
od required Abraham to love his 
son; and when he required him to 
offer him in sacrifice, he did not re- 
quire him to do it with any improper 
eelings towards him. He required 
he Israelites to feel right towards the 
Leyptians; and when he required 
hem to ask (as it is in the original) 
heir jewels and raiment, he did net 

‘quire it to be done with any im- 
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proper feelings towards them. He 
required them to feel right towards the 
nations of Canaan; and when he re- 
quired them to exterminate those na- 
tions, he did not require them to do 
it with any improper feelings towards 
them. .He requires us to feel right 
towards those who are guilty of crimes 
against society; and when he requires 
those in authority to punish them for 
the public good, he does net require 
that it should be done with any im- 
proper feelings towards the guilty in- 
dividuals. We may love our fellow- 
imen, and value their happiness ac- 
cording to its importance; and yet 
‘love God more, and be willing to 
'have the happiness of our fellow-men 
igiven up, to promote his glory. To 
‘give up a less good for the security of 
'a greater, is the dictate of both wis- 
‘dom and goodness. Our obligations 
‘to God are superior to our obligations 
to our fellow-men; and when he gives 
a plain and positive command to us to 
sacrifice their happiness or our own to 
his glory, he has a right so to do, and 
it is right for us to obey. 

68. What is the proof of the truth 
of the scriptures from the morality 
they inculcate? 

Ans. The morality they inculcate, 
is such as commends itseif to the un- 
derstanding and conscience of every 
man. and excites the admiration, and 
receives the applause, even of those 
who reject divine revelation. Ali are 
forced to admit, that, if men would 
uniformly regulate their lives by the 
precepts of the Bible, it would pro- 
mote universal peace and happiness. 
To love our neighbor as ourselves, to 
do unto others as we would they 
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should do unto us, to submit to inju- || and thorough. conversions of the 
ries, and return good for evil, to love || wicked from the error of their ways; 
our enemies, to deny ourselves for the || which they are unable to do. If the 
good of others, and to exercise unt: Mahometans, or other advocates of 
versal, disinterested, and impartial be- || false religions, are remarkably pune- 
nevolenss, is so diffenaint irom what || tual in attending to the externals of 
men are naturally inclined to do, and } their religion, it is to be accounted for, 
yet so well adapte d to promote the lin the dependence which they pl: ice 
good of all, that it could not have |; on such external performances, te 
ween ~ human contrivance. atone for the sins of heart and life jn 

What is the proof of the truth || which they indulge. The Scribes 
of oe scriptures, from the effect they and Pharisees, de sestbe d in the Bible, 
have upon the hearts and lives of men? || were like them i in this respect. 

Ans. The doctrines taught .in the 71. How do you answer the objec. 
scrijsures, when cordially embraced, || tion, that those who profess to believe 
restrain men from wickedness, and || the Bible, are so often engaged in 
lead them to reverence and obey |: | contentions with each other, and go 
God, and to do good io their fellow |] often persecute each other for their 
men. They transform some of the || opinions? 
worst characters into some of the best. || Ans. The spirit of christianity isa 
The impression of those truihs upon || spirit of kindness and love. A spirit 
the mind. has often arrested the || of unkindness and of persecution is 
thoughtless in their career of vice, |) not owing to the influence of christi- 
and rendered them sober, temperate, anity, but to the want of it. If there 
industrious, usetul members of society, | are many who profess to believe in 
and blessings i in the world. Such ef- || christianity, on whose hearts and lives 
fects are indubitably good, and no || the doctrines and precepts of the Bi- 
other book produces them. Men |) ble evidently have no good influence, 
have often tried, without success, to | it ouvht to be considered that the Bi- 
reform the wicked, by urging upon || ble itself refuses to acknowledge such 
them the precepts of morality. But || as believers, but ranks them among 
th» doctrines of the gospel, when set || the unconverted. 
home upon the conscience, and em-|| 72. Whatis the proof of the truth 
braced in the heart, accomplish the | of the scriptures, from the constancy 
work, for which all other means have || of the early martyrs? 
been used in vain. | Ans. If the gospel is not true, the 

70. How do you answer the objec- Ve early martyrs to christianity must 
tion, that other religions produce as || have been deceived themselves into 
good effects, if not better; since the the belief of a lie, or they must have 
Mahometans and others, are said to) been deceivers leagued together, to 
be ever: more punctual in observing || impose upon mankind. They could 
the rites which their religions pre- not have been deceived themselves; 
scribe, than are the believers in chris- || for the principal facts which they af- 
tianity? j firmed and maintained, were such as 

Ans. An inquiry into the lives of || they themselves had witnessed with 


i 
| 


eo —_ 








those who embrace other religions, || their own senses. They could not} 


will discover one ground of difference, || have been deceived as to the fact, 
if no more. Those who embrace | whether Christ restored health to the 
other religions, are selfish in all they || sick with a word, gave sight to the 
do, while those who sincerely embrace | blind, hearing to the deaf, made the 
the gospel, are disinterested. And i t| lame to walk, raised the dead to life, 
is incumbent on those who make ae | and fed thousands with a few loaves. 
objection, to show that the eel They could not have been deceive 


of other religions produce as frequent }| respecting his resurrection frem the 
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dead, and his ascension to heaven, 
and have supposed they saw him 
alive, after his crucifixion, and put 
their fingers into the print of the nails 
in his hands, and conversed with him 
repeatedly during forty days, and then 
saw him carried up in a cloud towards 
heaven, when, in reality, no such 
things took place. They could not 
be deceived respecting their own 
ability to work miracles in his name, 
and have really supposed they could 
and did perform them, when it was 
all a delusion. No; they could not 
have been deceived. Neither could | 
they have been deceivers: for, in the 
situation in which they were placed, 
there would be no possible motive to 
induce them to affirm steadfastly what 
they knew to be false, and to persist 
in it, at the hazard of losing, not only 
all their earthly possessions and com- 
forts, but even life itself. ‘To suppose 
ows to act as they did, when they 
knew that the things they affirmed 
were false, is more incredible than | 
any of the miracles they record. 
Since, therefore, they could not have 
been deceived nor deceivers, their 
oe must be true. 

- How do you answer the ob- | 
itlied that the advocates of — 
religions have often died as martyrs, | 
rather than renounce their belief? 

Ans. It only proves that they were 
sincere in their belief, which is not 
denied. But there is an important 
difference between them and the early 
christian martyrs. ‘Those christian 
martyrs laid down their lives in attes- 
tation of the facts which they affirio- 
ed, and not for any mere matters of 
Opinion. it thuse facts are true, thei 
the doctrines of christianity are true 
But the martyrs of other religions. 
and the modern christian martyrs 
have only proved, by laying down 
their lives, the sincerity of their belie! 
in what they professed. They have 
laid down their lives for their opin- 
ions, which is a very diflerent thing 
from laying them down in attestation 
of matters of fact. 

74. What is the proof of the truth 
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of the scriptures, from the concur- 
rence of sacred and profane history? 
Ans. If the Bible is true, we should 
expect to find in the history-and an- 
tiquities of such nations as are par- 
ticularly mentioned in the Bible, a 
coincidence in such facts as the Bible 
And, accordingly, those 
who are best acquainted with the his- 
tory and antiquities of those nations, 
do assure us that such a coincidence 
is found. ‘The principal facts record- 
ed in the Bible, of the early history of 
the world, appear to have been hand- 
ed down by tradition, among several 
different nations, and are embodied 
by the earliest writers of those nations 
in their history, though in most imstan- 
ces, from the lapse of time, those tra- 
ditions are evidently mixed with fa- 
bles. The facts recorded in the Bi- 
ble, give a satisfactory solution of all 
sess various traditions, while none of 
them, considered as an exact and true 
account, would afford the same satis- 
factory solution of all the rest. The 
books of Moses were written several 
hundred years earlier than any books 
of profane history of which we have 
any knowledge; so that the facts they 
contain in common, could not have 
| been derived from them into the Bible. 
75. How do you answer the objec- 
| tion, that other nations have records 
which go much further back than the 
time of the creation, according to the 
Mosaic account? 
dus. The objection is grounded on 
an alleged fact which is not true. 
‘This ovjection was urged with great 
confidence, by learned infidels, some 
years ago; and the chronvlogy of the 
Phenicians, Egyptians, Hindoos, and 
C inese, was appealed to by them, in 
si; port of it. But a more thorough 
ex. mination of the antiquities of those 
n ions, by other learned men, has so 
clearly demonstrated the contrary, 
that the objection is abandoned by 
the learned, and only has currency 
among the ignorant ‘The Chinese 
history, which has more the appear- 
ance of being authentic, to a remote 
period, than any ot the others refer- 
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red to, is found to date the beginning 
of their monarchy under To-hi, in the 
year two hundred and filty-five after 
the deluge. But for more than eight 
hundred years after this, their ac- 
counts are considered by their own 
learned men, as uncertain, and the 
dates not to be depended on. 

76. What is the proof of the truth 
of the scriptures, from the state of the 
natural world? 


in the Christian Church. 


and worthy to be abhorred and de. 
tested by all men. They could not 
have been a forgery of bad men. And 
no good man can be guilty of forger 

and falsehood. The Old Testament 
is acknowledged by the Jews, and 
contains their history and laws. But 
at no period of their history, could 
such a book of laws be forged and im- 
posed upon that nation, as one to 
which they and their fathers had al- 


Ans. The state of the natural | ways been accustomed, when every 


world is exactly such as we should ex- i one would know it to be new. 


pect it to be, if the scripture account 
ef its early ‘history is correct. The 
most decisive marks of the flood are 
found in every part of the world, in 
the petrified remains of both sea and | 
Jand animals, on mountains, and in 
places the most remote from the ocean. 

How do you answer the ob- 
jection, which is found in Brydone’s 
Tour through Sicily and Malta, in 
which he mentions a stratum of lava, | 
which was computed to have flowed 
from Mount Etna, more than fourteen 
thousand years ago? 

Ans. Vhe stratum of lava which 
destroyed Herculaneum near mount 
Vesuvius, is attended with precisely | 
the same circumstances which were 
supposed to prove that the one men- 
tioned in the objection was more than 
fourteen thousand years old; and yet, | 
it is well known that Herculanenm 
was destroyed in the year seventy- 
nine of the christian era, less than one 
thousand seven hundred and _ fifty 

ears ago. 

78. Why could not the scriptures 
have been a forgery of bad men, to 
serve their own ends, or of good men 
to benefit man&ind? 

Ans Bad men endeavor to soothe 
and flatter those they wish to render 
subservient to their selfish purposes; 
bur the scriptures are not adapted to 
do this. 
doctrines and duties which every bad 
man hates, and which, when pressed 
home upon his conscience, never 
fail to excite his displeasure. They 
condemn all selfishness and hypocri- 
Sy, as exceedingly offensive to God, 





They contain a system of 


And 
Moses could not have forged the facts 
he records, and made a whole nation 

| believe them, when they were all wit- 

| nesses of their falsehood. And if the 

Old ‘Testament is true, the New must 

be true, likewise; since they are in- 

| separably connected. 


PHILALETHES, 
9367 == 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
| REFORMATION MUST BEGIN IN THE 
| CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 
Messrs. Epirors, 
The sins of Sabbath breaking, 
} | profaneness, drunkenness, falsehood, 
| ‘and fraud, have become so common 
| in our land, that even the godly man 
| contemplates them with a degree of 
apathy that is truly alarming. They 
are viewed as evils that are incurable, 
| and must be borne with, until the 
millennium shall bring men to a better 
| mind. 

Now sirs, believing, as I do, that so 
long as the Christian Church is left to 
slumber over the supposed remediless- 
ness of the case, things will grow worse 

land worse, and I would attempt to 
| shew, that a reformation may yet be 
effected. 

Ever since Christianity has been 
established in the world, the piety of 
our churches has had a decided in- 
fluence upon the morals of the sut- 
rounding population. Christians are 

| the salt of the earth, and while they 
retain their savour, they not only pre- 
| serve community from that desolating 
wrath which fell on Sodom and its 
neighboring cities, but also from those 
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heaven-provoking crimes which call | Let the ministers of the gospel, ine 
down such exterminating judgments. || stead of coming to their people with 
When the principles of our holy reli- enticing words of man’s wisdom, speak 
gion are distincily and plainly stated |) in the words which the Holy Ghost 
jrom the pulpit, and fairly exhibited || teacheth, comparing spiritual things 


in the walk of its professors, it pos- | 
sesses a majesty, and is accompanied | 
with a divine power, which have a | 
transforming influence even upon the | 
lives of ungodly men. | 

We must look, then, for the-cause | 
of the degeneracy of our land, to the | 
degeneracy of our church. “The | 
gold has become dim, and the fine | 
gold is changed.” The great body | 
of professing christians in this coun- |) 
try, even in our orthodox churches, || 
instead of emulating the apostles and | 


primitive disciples of our blessed 


ungodly for a worldly prize; and, in- 
stead of fighting manfully the good | 
fight of faith, they are goiug after the | 
world, and “seeking every one his | 
gain from his quarter.” They engage 
in all the money-making schemes of | 
the present day, are partners with | 
ungodly men, in their ungodly gain, 
and select their calling or business 
with as little regard to the glory of 
God as the wicked themselves. | 

Now, let us effect a reformation in || 
or church, and we shall have effect- | 


i 
Lord, have entered the lists with the | 
| 
| 


ed a reformation in our land. When || the work will ever be done. Men of 
i} 


the wicked can take knowledge of us, || 
that we have been with Jesus, and by 
contrasting their lives with ours, can ! 
perceive that we are a radically differ- 
ent people from themselves, they will 
become alarmed for their own satety, 
and will look with horror upon the | 
crimes which they now commit with- 
out fear. 
Do you ask how this ch dar 
| 
} 


I) 
it 
} 
} 


can be effected in the church? — [ an- 

swer,—Let those who sigh and cry 

for the abominations which prevail, 

tse up in the strength of the Lord, | 
iy aside their worldly maxims, give | 
up their worldly prudence, put off | 
hat soft raiment which belongs to }| 
kinus’ houses, and cover themselves | 
with the panoply of the Christian sol- | 
‘ter, and go forward to the work, 








with spiritual. Let them exchange 
the flounces and furbelows with which 
they set off their popular discourses, 
for those discriminating doctrines, self 
denying precepis, and soul-rending 
threatenings, with which the gospel 
abounds. 


Let the discipline of Christ’s house 
be revived, and chrisilans taught ihat 
no man may have a standing in the 
church who is not willing to govern 


| his life by the word of God. Professors 


must not only be called to an account 
for those unfashionable offences which 
are still considered cognizabte by our 
ecclesiastical courts, but tor covetous- 
ness, for Sabbath breaking, ivr sdle- 
ness, and tor fraudulent speculauon. 
In short, those professors of religion 
who are not willing tospendtheir lives 
in doing good, and promoting the de- 
clarative glory of God, after suitable 
admonition, should be cut off. 


In this way, sirs, a reformation may 
be effected; and, if I am not greatly 
mistaken, this is the only way in which 


timid minds may be afraid to encoun- 
tre that host of world-loving, and 
worldly-conforming men who have 
obtained a standing in the church: 
they may be afraid that the world 
will take sides with lax professors, 
and rise up against us. But let such 
remember, that the danger and d:ffi- 
culty of a retormationis daily increas. 
ing; our enemies, while they are let 
alone, are growing stronger and sironge 
er; and the obstacles which are now 
in the way, will, in a few years, have 
greatly multiplied upon our hands, 
Let us cast away our unbelieving 
fears, and go forward, and we may 
be the happy. instruments of “turning 
many souls from the error of their 
ways, and hiding a multitude of stns.” 
JUBA. 
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A CHARGE ADDRESSED TO A PASTOR 
ELECT, AT HIS ORDINATION- 


Dear Sir, 

In the presence of God the Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, and before 
angels and men, you are this day in- 
vested and charged with the office of 
a christian minister. ‘To you, in this 


treasures of divine truth, grace and 
glory, in the gospel of Christ Jesus. 
By the choice of this church, and your 
own consent, with the sanction of this 
council, and the religious solemnities 
of the present occasion, you are bound 
to be, especially, the servant of this 
church and people, in the duties and 
labors of your office. Your spirit 
ought to be stirred within you, and 
your heart to be deeply moved, in view 
of the bonds by which you are bound 
to serve God and his church, and _ the 
people of your charge. We believe 
that you are so affected; and that you 
are, therefore, prepared and desirous 
to receive the exhortation, which I am 
appointed by this council to give yon 
in their name. The service assigned 
me would, indeed, far better become 
“such an one as Pau! the aged,” than 
your, brother who now addresses you. 
But in respect to interest and affection 
fur you and the people of your charge, 
no one could with greater propriety, 
attempt this service, and be appointed 
to urge upon you the faithful and pa- 
tient performance of your solemn du 
ties. 

‘The first and supreme object of at- 


tention and affection, to ail rational | 
. . | 
beings, must forever be the eternal | 


If you! 


and self-existent Jehovah. 
would serve and please God, in the 
office he this day assigns you in his 
holy kingdom, you must constanily 
give him the first place in your senti- 


ments, affections, interests, exertions | 
ft is of the high- | 
est importance, that you should, as a| 


and enjoyments. 


preacher and teacher of divine tuto 
set God always before you and beiore 


. } 
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your hearers. 
of God, of his existence, the attributes 
of his nature, the perfections of his 
character, the purposes of bis will, his 
| sovereign offices, his nniversal agency, 
;}and most glorious blessedness, will 
\ give light and strength, beauty and 
| glory to your ministry. Your views 
of every doctrine and daty of religion 
and of every creature, object and event, 
| will be essentially affected by you sen. 


| timents respecting God, who is_ the 
| creator, preserver, governor and pro- 
| prietor of all things. His moral per- 
| fection, which consists in his impar. 
| tial, universal and.disinterested beney- 
1 olence, is the foundation of his eternal 

decrees; which are the foundation of 
) all his conduct and happiness, and of 
|| whatever exists in the created universe, 
| The perfection of his character, de- 
| crees and conduct, is the foundation 
of the affection and confidence, the 
|| submission and obedience, which God 
| demands and deserves from his ration- 
| al creatures. And their perfection is 
| also the foundation of the decisions of 
| the final judgment and the retributions 

of eternity, which are designed to man- 
ifest, as fully and clearly as possible, 


} 


} 


| the greatness ane goodness of God for 
}ever. Since God is, from the very 
| perfections of nis character, influenced 
|| by the greatest, wisest and best motives 
| in his decrees and conduct, he must 
| have a supreme regard to his own ho 
| liness and happiness in his affections, 
| designs and works. And he will be 
| known and blessed, exalted and glo 
| rified in respect to every creature aad 
every event, that ever exists. Nothing, 
therefore, but the true knowledge of 
God can afford his creatures any real 
light in respect to any object in the 
universe. If, then, you would be “a 
burning and shining light,” it must 
be your constant object to acquire and 
exhibit the true knowledge of God, as 
he manifests himself in the accom 
plishment of his great decrees, by the 
wonders of creation, providence and 
redemption. 
Correct and thorough views of God 
will assist and enable you to undet- 


| 
| 






The true knowledge 
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sand the volume of divine truth, and 
the whole system of revealed religion. 
The gospel of Jesus Christ is “the 
slorious gospel of the blessed God,” | 
and is intended to manifest his “man- 
jfuld wisdom,” “the exceeding great- | 
ness of his power,” “the riches of his | I 
glory3 rr and ‘the exceeding riches of | 
his grace.” The gospel will be un- | 
derstood and regarded by every person 
inexact agreement with his sentiments | 
and affections in respect to God. If | 
you, dear sir, do not involve yourself | 
in ignorance and error respec ting God | 
and the fundamental prin ciples ol f 
natural religion, you will easily under- || 
stand the fundamental principles of | 
revealed religion. And with these | 
fundamental principles perfectly agrees | 
every article of natural and revealed | 
religion and the existence of eve ry 
creature and event in 
Neither the doctrine of the Trinity, | 
which is in its greatest extent, the || 
foundation, essence, and glory of re- 
vealed religion, nor the doctrine of the 
union of divinity and humanity in the 
person of Jesus Christ; nor of the di- 
vinity, personality, and influence of | 
the Holy Spirit; nor any other doc- | 
trine, W hich the orthodox believe and | 
declare to be contained in the Bible, | 
is more mysterious or incomprehensi- 
ble than the eternal self-existence of | 
God, or his creation of all things from |, 
nothing. The doctrines of total de- 1 
pravity, election, atonement, justifica- | 
tion, sanctification, reprobation, and 
1 
| 





| 
| 
the universe. 


| 
H 









endless punishment, which, as funda- 
mental doctrines of revealed religion, 
are no more obscure nor doubtful, of- |) 
fensive nor objectionable, than the in- | 
exible holiness and absolute sove- 

reignty of God. And his holiness and 
sovereignty are as evident as his ex- 
istences and as glorious and beautiful 
as his greatness and goodness. And | 
they are the safety, glory and happi- 
hess of the universe. Let God be { 
truly known and loved in his holy | 
Sovereignty, and every article of na- | 
tural religion, and every article of re- 

Vealed orthodoxy will also be under- 

tood, believed andloved. The whole | 
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system of natural and revealed religion 
agrees and will forever agree with the 
truth in respect to God. ~The student 
and teacher of theology must, in his 
progress, learn and teach the whole 
“length and breadth, height and depth” 
of orthodexy; or he must adopt the 
creed of the fool’s heart, and say, 
“there is no God.” So long as God 
lives and reigns in heaven, and “the 
whole earth is full of his glory,” it is 
utterly impossible for earth and hell, 
by fraud or force, by open war, or 
secret plots, to destroy or obstruct the 
high-toned orthodoxy of Moses and the 
| prophets, of Jesus Christ ahd the apos- 
tles. From disaflection and enmity, 
ignorance and error in respect to God, 
arise all the delusions, heresies, and 
errors, which ever exist on the face of 


| the earth. 


Thorough and correct views of God 


| give light and weight to the precept 


| and penalty of the divine law; and to 
every institution and requirement, ev- 
ery doctrine and duty, every promise 
and threatening, every blessing and 
curse of the gospel. And they spread 
light, beauty and glory over all the 
works of creation, providence and re- 
demption. But you cannot place a 
single doctrine or duty of religion, nor 
| a single creature, object, or event in 
its true and proper light, unless it be 
seen in view of God. Let God be 
unseen and unknown, and darkness, 
confusion and vanity are enstamped 
upon whatever exists. If, then, you 
would be an instructive, consistent, 
powerful teacher of divine truth, fol- 
low the example of Moses, who said, 
“T will publish the name of the Lords” 
of the prophets, by whom God so often 
says, “And they shall know, that I 


\ 
am the Lord:”’—of Jesus Christ, who 


said unto the Father, “I have declared 
thy name and will declare it;”—and 
of the apostle, who said to his hearers 
respecting God, ‘“‘whom ye ignorantly 
worship, him declare [I unto you.” 

The angel who flies in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel 
to preach unto them that dwell on the 
earth and to every nation and kindred 
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and people and tongue, says with a | enable you to exhibit the sinfulness, 


loud voice, “Fear God, and give glory 
to him, for the hour of his judgme rs 


is come: and worship him, that made | 
heaven and earth and the sea aud the || 


fountains of waters ‘ihe gospel, | 
that shall yet prevail and triumph || 





r | folly, deceit, guilt and shame of sin. 
} 


ners in the perfect light of holiness, 
And in this light they Wil see and 
| know, that they must repent and turn 
» God and be like him; or be con. 
demned by their own conduct and 


among all nations, agrees with the fun |i their own conscie nces, as_ well as by 


damental prince iples of natural re sligion; 


| the law and gospel of God, to endure 


the guspel, w hich shall cause earth to || the eterna: abhorrence of all holy be. 


repent, and hell to despair, begins and 
ends with God. Let the true know- 
ledge of God, then, lead, guide and | 
guard you in your sentiments, as a 
preacher and teacher of divine truth. 
If you would possess the true 
knowledge of God in its purity and 
power, and increase in this knowledge, 
be like God in your spirit; be holy as 
God is holy. In the exercise of holy 
affections, you will, in your heart, enter 
into the views and feelings, the designs, 
exertions and enjoy ments of God him- | 
self. ‘Ife that ts spiritual, judgeth all 
things.” In the spirit of holy love, 
which forms the moral perfection and 
beanty of the divine character, and 
sanctifies and glorifies all the perfec 
tions, designs and works of God, you 
will walk with God, and then God will 
walk with you: you will dwell in God 
and God will dwell in you. Then in 
his light you will see light; you will 
be strong in his strength; you will be 
wise in his wisdom, and happy in his 
blessedness. The spirit of holy love 
agrees with the whole system of divine 
truth, and with the whole counsel and 
conduct of God, in all his works and 
ways. This spirit will give you 
clearness and decision, confidence and 
firmness in your religious sentiments 
It will give you light in darkness, and 
strength in weakness, and anoint you 
with the oil of gladness in your afilic- 
tions and sorrows. The spirit of holy 
Jove will prepare you, with discern. 
ment, energy and affection, to pene- 
trate the very spirit of your hearers, 
whether they be saints or sinners. It 
will sympathize with the afflicted, tried 


and feeble children of God in their af- | 
flictions, temptations, conflicts, i, 


forts, hopes and joys. 


And it will 


ij ings, and the endless punishment, an- 
'guish and despair of hell. If we take 
the sword of the Spirit, without “an 
unction from the Holy One,” it will 
be to our own souls the instrument of 
death; it will wound the church 
God, and frighten and drive sinners 
from the pleasant path to heaven. The 
knowledge of divine truth ought, PS. 
pecially, in the ministers of the gospel, 
to be eminently sanctified by the spirit 
of holiness. Benevolence, without or- 
thodoxy, in the teachers of divine trath 
is, indeed, pitiable weakness. But 
orthodoxy, without benevolence, is 
the most offensive wickedness. The 
union of orthodoxy and benevolence 
is the virtue and strength of the chris- 
tian ministry. While, then, dear sir, 
it is your constant object to speak the 
truth, let it be no less your object to 
spe ak the truth in love. 

In your ministry, let it be your ob- 
ject, not only to possess and exhibit 
correct sentiments with holy affections; 
but, in the exercise of such affections, 
to exhibit such sentiments in their pro 
per connexion, attitude, and order; and 
for this purpose, study, compose, and 
preach sermons. ‘The number of pro- 
tessed preachers in our day rapidly in- 
creases; but the number of real teache 
ers of divine truth, does not so rapidly 
increase. We hear many speeches on 
religious subjects, and religious occas 
sions; but “Where is the Lord God 
of Elijah?” A sermon is not an es 
say, nor an address, nor an oration, 
nor an exhortation, nor an exposition, 
nor a declamation, however impas* 
sioned and eloquent. If you would 
preach sermons, have an important 
and definite object in your discourses 
To gain your object, have a subject 
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equally definite and important. To || in order to be what you ought on 
exhibit your subject, let it be plainly || the Sabbath and in the pulpit, your 
and simply stated; fully and distinctly || study must be your fortress.—There 
explained; and then proved, and en- || meditate on divine subjects and di- 
forced, by weighty, obvious, and de- || vine objects. ‘There study the holy 
cisive reasons and arguments. Then || scriptures with diligence, reverence 
in the imprevement and application of || and humility. There watch, search 
your subject, your exhortations, en- || and know your own heart. There 
(reaties, warnings, reproofs, and cau- |! consider and realise the character, 
tions, will fall and press upon the at- \ condition, interests and necessities of 
tention, the consciences, the interests, || your people. ‘There extend your 
and affections of your hearers, with || views and feelings over the whole 
the weight and power of a full and || church of God. There review this 
heavy torrent. ‘The sentiments, which i world as it has been from the morning 
are properly illustrated in sermons, |! of the creation until the present time; 
have, from their attitude and order, an | and by the light of truth, view it, 
intimate connexion with the whole sys- || as it will be, until the dissolution of 
tem of divine truth, with tie whole sys- || the heavens and the earth. There 
tem of created existence, and “with all || keep saints and_ sinners, angels and 
the fulness of God.” ‘The sentiments devils, heaven and hell, judgment and 
of sermons, properly illustrated and || eternity before’ your eyes, and on 
applied, will cause the hearers to see || your heart. There let God shine in 
ind feel, that if they will only submit |} your heart to give the light of the know- 
to divine truth, they will gain and en-.|| ledge of his glory in the face of Jesus 
joy the universe; and that, if they op- | Christ. And there in thankful praise 
pose divine truth, they will fall under || and humble prayer, converse and com- 
its dreadful weight and be opposed, || mune with God the Father through the 
punished and tormented by all things |; Lord Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit. 
lorever and ever. While, then, you Te conclude: In your intercourse 
study and labor to be, in your ministry, |} with your brethren in the ministry; in 
correct and thorough in sentiment, || the examination and ordination of 
and holy in your spirit and affections, || candidates for the ministry; in the 
let it also be your care and study, in 
respect to the method and manage- 
ment of your discourses, to be a scien- 
tific, rational and instructive preacher. 
If, with correct sentiments and pro- 
per affections you study and compose 
sermons, you will see and feel, that 
the Lord’s day and the house of God, 
are, especially, the time and the place 
for you to bring your people before 
God by the light of truth; and by the 
same light to place God before your 
people. And if you would do your 
duty to God and man, you must make 
the Sabbath a high day;—a holy and 
blessed Yay. Be what you ought on 
the Sabbath and in your pulpit; and 
jou will establish and maintain a 
proper reputation and influence with 
your people. And then you will ea ee 
tly be and do what you ought, in The subject of prayer, is one of 
al the concerns of your'vflice. But |; deepest interest to every pious heart. 


VOR Iv. 22 















in the exercise of discipline; in the 
instruction of children and youth; in 
visiting families; with the sick and the 
dying; and in all things, we now be- 
seech, exhort, and charge you, dear 
sir, before God, and the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the holy angels, to act for 
God; and from love to God and man. 
Then in all things God will be with 
you, and act for you; and all things 
shall be yours. For of God, and 
through him, and to him, are all things; 
to whom be glory in the church by 
Christ Jesus, throughout all ages, world 
without end. AMEN. W. T. 
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administration of divine ordinances; , 
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guage of the Psalmist, and say, “It is 
good for me to draw near to God.” 
Feeling his wants to be many, vari- 
ous, and urgent, he esteenis it a privi- 
lege of no ordinary kind, that he is al- 
lowed access to the Father of mercies 
on a throne of grace. Frem the an- 
swers he has received to his petitions, 
as well as from the promises of scrip- 
ture, he is convinced that it is not a vain | 


Every christian can adopt the 4 





} 
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munication will be recognized by al! 
who make the Bible their study, as 
bearing a very strong resemblance to 
what they have often seen before, 
Novelties in religion ought rather to 
beget suspicion than to inspire confi- 
dence. 


| What then is a proper definition of 
| prayer? The best 1 have seen, is that 


contained in the shorter chatechism: 
“Prayer is an offering up of our de. 


thing to call upon God. ‘To come thus | sires to God for things agreeable to his 


into the immediate presence of infinite 
purity, every one who has any right 
views on the subject, must feel to be 
a most solemn transaction. It is an 

infinite condescension in God to listen | 
to the supplications of creatures. But | 
in receiving the addresses of sinners, 

infinite condescension is united with 

unbounded grace. What cause of ad- 

miration and gratitude is it, that crea- 

tures such as we, should be allowed to 

“come boldly to the throne of grace, 

that we may ebtain mercy, and find 

grace to help in time of need.” But 

a license thus condescending and gra- 

cious, is not te be understood as au- 
thorizing precipitancy, presumption, or 
rashness. ‘That holy confidence which 
it encourages and justifies, is at a Wide 
remove from pertness, irreverence, and 
impudence. Scarcely any thing so 
shocks every feeling of piety, as the 
idea of coming in a thoughtless, heed- 
Jess manner, into the presence of Him, 
before whom angels veil their faces. 
To address the infinite majesty of 
heaven and of earth, without the ex- 
ercise of suitable feelings, is profane- 
ness of the most awful kind. We 
might well conclude that such sacrifi- 
ces would be abomination to the Lord. 
It must therefore appeas desirable to 
every sincere christian, to have cor- 
rect views of this subject, that he may 
be able to perform this duty in an in- 
telligent, acceptable manner. It is 
also highly important for the sinner to 
know what are the qualities of accept- 
able prayer. To advance any thing 
new on this subject, is neither my in- 
tention nor desire. It is my hope that 





every sentiment contained in this com- 






will, in the name of Christ, with con- 
fession of our sins and thank ful acknow- 
ledgement of his mercies.” Prayer 
consists chiefly in petition, although 
with this are to be connected adora- 
tion, confession, thanksgiving, and in- 
tercession. My remarks will be con- 
fined to that part of prayer which con. 
sists in petition. The definition quo- 
ted, teaches, that prayer is the offer- 
ing up of our desires. This implies 
two things; that we must have desires, 
and that these desires must be offered 
up. It teaches that barely presenting 
verbal petitions to God, with whatever 
fluency, copiousness, appropriateness, 
and animation, is not prayer, if it be 
not the real expression of our hearts. 
At least, such petitions are not accept- 
able prayer. There have been Phar- 
isees both of ancient and modern days, 
who have thus “drawn near to God 
with their mouths, and honored him 
with their lips, while their hearts were 
far from him.” But such services are 
no better than solemn meckery. It 
becomes us ever to remember that 
“God is a spirit, and they that wor- 
ship him must worship him in spirit 
and in truth,” 


For God abhors the sacrifice, 
Where not the heart is found.” 


Others are erroneous and faulty on 
the opposite extreme. They consider 
prayer as consisting wholly in desire, 
and hence regard the offering up of 
their desires as unnecessary. But such 
an opinion I believe is held by none 
who take delight in acts of worship, of 
in drawing near unto God; and as the 
sentiment is so glaringly anti-scriptu 
ral, and in itself so monstrously ab- 
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curd, I cannot but deem it unworthy , whom James says, “Ye have not, be- 
a serious refutation. But what is the || cause ye ask not.” 
utility of prayer? I answer, it is use- The duty of prayer, however, is one 
‘ul as the established means of procur- || which commends itself to our reason, 
ing blessings from God. God is the | and it will be neither arrogant, nor im- 
Father of lights, and the Father of pious, for us humbly and reverently to 
mercies. From him cometh down eve- || inquire into its design and use. Let 
ry good and every perfect gift. On | us then inquire into the tendency of 
him we are dependent for all-we are, | prayer, aud into its actual effects. 
all we have, and all we hope for. We || What is its influence? and on whom 
are not sufficient of ourselves to think } is this influence exerted? Obviously 
any thing as of ourselves, but our suf- | not upon God. It was evidently not 
iciency is of God. In him-we live, || for the purpose of producing an influ- 
and move, and have our being. There | ence upon himself, that he has en- 
is no blessing we can enjoy, but it } joined upon his creatures the duty of 
must come from his hand. But is he || prayer. Those who are of the opin- 
not omniscient? Is he not perfectly || ion that the use of prayer is to move 
acquainted with the wants of all his || God to bestow blessings, must consider 
creatures? Does he not know what | this to have been its design. God re- 
things we have need of before we ask | | quires his creatures to pray for biess- 
him? Is he not also infinitely benev- | ings, in order that thereby he might 
olent;—of himself disposed to impart | be moved to bestow them. But to 
blessedness, and to. make his creatures || my mind, this appears self-contradic- 
happy? All this is cheerfully con- | tory. God determines to béstow cer- 
ceded. It is what the scriptures teach || tain blessings, and to bestow them in 
us in language the most unequivocal. || answer to prayer. And as he deter- 
Wherefore then is it necessary to ask || mines to bestow them in answer to 
for blessings? If prayer is not neces- | | prayer, and in no other way, he re- 
sary to inform God of our wants, nor || quires his creatures to pray for them. 
to incline him to supply them, what is But to what end? Not to move him to 
its use? I answer, that although God |! grant the favor, surely, for upon this 
is omniscient, and of himself benevo- | he had already determined. After 
lently inclined, yet has he made prayer || purposing and promising to bestow sig- 
our duty, as no one can deny, who re- || nal blessings upon his ancient church, 
ceives the scriptures.as a divine reve- || he says, “I will yet for this be inquired 
lation. He has not told us his rea- || of by the house of Israel to do it for 
sons for so doing, for “he giveth no ac- || them.” This contravenes the order 
count of his matters.” He has a right | which some have given to this sub- 
to prescribe to us a rule of conduct, || ject. In obviating the objection that 
and to require our obedience, without || the use of prayer cannot be to. move 
la aying himself under obligation to state God to bestow blessings, inasmuch as 
the ground of bis command. | his purposes of action were formed 
There are some blessings which God long before any prayers were offered, 
bestows unasked. ‘There are others || they reply, that he formed his pur- 
which he grants only in answer to || poses in view of the prayers that would 
prayer. It is therefore certain that || be offered, But the prophet repre- 
prayer is not a vain thing, since it is | sents God as forming the purpose ct 
the appointed means of obtaining bless- | bestowing the blessing, and then ap- 
ings. If therefore any choose to re- faery prayer as the means of pro- 
train prayer before God, because un- || curing it. That is, God resolves first 








able to discover the reason, or the rea- to bestow the blessings, and secondly, 
‘onableness of the command, they have | 
| 10 right to expect the blessing. Te will | 
‘tobably be with them as with those to | 


to bestow it in answer to prayer. It 
was therefore evidently not for the 
purpose of producing an influence upr 
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on himself, that he has enjoined upon fi natural tendeacy and influencé of 


his creatures the duty of prayer. ‘The prayer, is to produce such feelings in 
only way in which I can conceive it || our hearts, as the creature ought to 
possible that God should be moved || cherish towards God. It such, then, 
by prayer is, that when prayer has || be the actual cffect of prayer, we per- 
wrought its proper effect upen the || ceive its use, and may infer its design, 
creature,—brought him to that temper That prayer has an influence in ob- 
of mind in which it is suitable he should || taining blessings, is what the scripiures 
receive the blessing; the benevolence || abundantly teach,and what we are con- 
of God, and his tender regard for his |} sequently obligated to believe. “The 
people, incline him to bestow it. effectual fervent prayer of a righteous 

The question then returns, What is || man availeth much.” “Elias was a 
the utility of prayer? My answer would || man subject to like passions as we are, 
be, that prayer is an act of worship, || and he prayed earnestly that it might 
and it is in its own nature right and || not rain, and it rained not on the earth 
fit that creatures should render acts of || by the space of three years and six 
worship to their great Creator. What || months: And he prayed again, and 
are the feelings which it becomes crea- || the heaven gave rain, and the earth 
tures to cherish towards God? Feel- || brought forth her fruit.” The scrip- 
ings of reverence, humility, gratitude || tures set before us many other success- 
for favors received, penitence for sins || ful examples. ‘The reader will recol- 
committed, and a sense of entire de- || lect the prayers of Abraham, and Ja- 
pendence for all things. Now is it not || cob, and Moses, and Samuel, and Job, 
the tendency of prayer to produce such || and Daniel, and many others. It is 


feelings? Take one who habitually || written, “God never said to the seed of 


restrains prayer before God. Take || Jacob, Seek ye me in vain.” . “Ask, 
another who is unremitting in such ex- || and it shall be given you: Seek, and 
ercises, and who cultivates a devotion- || ye shall find; Knock, and it shall be 
al frame of spirit. In which of the || opened unto you: for every one that 
two would you look for the prevalence || asketh, receiveth; and he that seek- 
of those feelings? Would it not be in || eth, findeth; and to him that knocketh, 
the latter with whom prayer was a dai- |! it shall be opened.” “All things what- 
ly and delightful employment? Sup- | soever ye shall ask in prayer, believ- 
pose it were in the power of a parent || ing, ye shall receive.” Now these are 
to anticipate the wants of his child, |} the declarations of one that cannot lie, 
and to supply them in every instance, || and they obligate us to believe in the 
without his asking: would the child’s || efficacy and in the power of prayer. 
feelings be so sensibly and deeply af- || Such promises and successful exam- 
fected, as if left to come to his father |) ples ought to encourage our faith, and 
with all his wants and sorrows, and || excite us to the most importunate sup- 
obtain his desire in answer to his re- || plication. God is as ready now to 
quests? Would he have so much the | hear the voice of prayer as he has ever 
feelings of a child—feelings of filial |} been. Let the christian then go in the 
reverence, respect, nearness, affection, || exercise of faith, and plead his prom- 
and gratitude? There is something in ises, not distrusting his ability or wil- 
this affectionate intercourse of a child lingness to grant him the blessings he 
with his parent, this going daily and || needs. 

receiving favors in answer to his pe- || But what are the blessings for which 
titions, that tends exceedingly to let the || we are at liberty to pray? I answer; 
child into the feelings of his parent’s || we may pray for any blessing we nee¢. 
bosom; te produce the liveliest emo- |; We may ask for any gift, either tem 
tions in his own, and to cement a union || poral or spiritual, which is not co 
between them of the most endeared || trary to the revealed will of God. 
and powerful attachment, Now the |) There are certain things which we 
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know it is wrong for us to desire; and to For she, Vis, Senen Deane 

pray for things which we may not law- | CONTENTMENT. : 

fully possess, would be impious. But|| Asa gene ral r emark, it is doubtless 
whatever seems desirable, as it re- |j 4 just one, that “‘ihis is a discontented 
spects our own happiness, the welfare world.” ‘There are very few who are 
of our fellow men, or the glory of God, |) well satisfied with their condition in 
where there is no revealed restriction; || lifes and iree from painful anxieties, 
for that we are at liberty to pray. If | and craving desires. There is a cer- 
we are in any distress, we may go to|| tain uneasiness, or restlessness of 
God for relief. If we suffer want, we | mind, dissatisfied with present pos- 
may pray fora supply. If we endure || Sessions and enjoyments, and hanker- 
temptation, we may pray for deliver- || ®8 after some imagined good not yet 
ance. We may go also with the same || attained, which pervades all ranks of 
fieedom, and ask for blessings on our || Men from the cottage to the palace, 
iriends, and our fellow creatures at |, 204 which is found in all varieues of 
large. We may ask for the Holy Spi- external condition. Perhaps, _there- 
rit, and for the advancement of the || fore, it might be of practical utility to 
kingdem and glory of Christ. God is || the readers of the Repository, to have 
infinitely benevolent. He is regard- | their attention called to the christian 
ful of the happiness of his creatures, || face of conrENTMENT. This is the 
and is ready to bestow blessings in an- subject of the present essay: in which 
ewer to their prayers, so far as it can I shall set forth the nature of con- 
consist with their good and his own || £enément, and several considerations 
clory. which are suited to promote its exer- 

But in many cases, we know not} 8. 

what would promote either of these | First, The nature of contentment. 

objects, and are therefore liable to ask Contentment dees not consist in a 

for things which if granted, would de- natural liveliness or sprightliness of 
eat the very end at which we aim. | disposition, which removes the mind 
In such cases, God will mercifully || 0m a tendency to gloominess and 

withhold the desired object. Yet if} SOMOW: | Nor does it consist in a 

the petition were dictated by proper | phlegmatic coldness, indifference, or 

feelings, our prayer will bring a bless- || insensibility to wants and sufferings. 

ing into our own bosoms. Paul pray- }} Phat contentment which the scrip- 
ed that the thorn in the flesh might be || tres enjoin, . grounded on a firm 

removed, and his prayer was answer- | confidence in the universal providence 

ed, though the thorn.was not removed. | of God, and in the rectitude, wisdom 

God said, “My grace is sufficient for || and goodness of the divine adminis~ 

thee? Thus we are at liberty to pray tration. it implies satisfaction with 

fot any good, which is not contrary to | our condition, and cordial acquies- 

| 
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the revealed will of God. But as we || cence in all that belongs to it, regard- 
cannot always know that our requests || 4 as the allotment of the great Crea-_ 
are coincident with the purposes of || '" Proprietor, and Lord of the uni- 
God, we cannot be certain that we shall |} ¥@"S® It implies the restraining of 
receive the specified object of our peti- |) ° inclinations, desires and expecta- 
tions. On the wisdom of granting our || tons within their proper boundaries, 
° ” dD at} : eel: 
requests, God will decide; and our du- the accommodation of our feelings to 
ty is to submit, if he deny us the par- || OU" circumstances; so as not to aspire 
7 = ? y= : : ° 
ticular object of our desire. David | after any thing higher or better than is 
prayed for the life of his child, but the |) ‘@#tly attainable, in the use of means 
child’s life was not spared, and his duty which God has authorised; and so as 


Was to submit to the will of God. | net to envy those who are possessed 
A.B. || of greater advantages than ourselves. 
(To be concluded. || The man of true contentment, acqui- 
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lence to choose, unerring wisdom to 
contrive, and irresistible power to exe- 
cute all his plans. Now if we em- 
because they are the appointment of a brace a full belief in the providence 
Being possessed of infinite perfection. | of our heavenly Father; and confide 


esces cheerfully in the privations, dis- 
advantages, difficulties and trials of 
his situation, whatever they may be, |! 





All men are placed in circumstances || in his perfect character, as furnishing 
which demand the restraint of their | assurance that all the parts of his ad- 
inclinations. and passions; and the || ministration are both equitable and 
support of many things, which, in | || good, we may here find an immovea- 
themselves considered, are painful. | ble basis on which to rest, and an un- 
No one is, for any great length of time, || failing motive to contentment. Indeed, 
in a situation entirely agreeable. In | discontent, whatever be our condition, 
some form or degree, and at short in- || is no less ‘than rebellion against the 
tervals, he is called to suffer. In pro- constitution of the Almighty, the infi- 
portion as he possesses a spirit of con- | nitely wise, the supremely good. 


tentment, he will suffer with quietness C onsider, again, God treats us bet- 

and serenity. Nay; perhaps in the || ter than our deserts. 

midst of sufferings, he will rejoice in|! There are, in this world, many 

the Lord, and joy in the God of his || causes of sorrow, and afflictions are 

salvation. Stayed onthe Most High, of frequent recurrence. Were we 

his mind will abide in perfect peace. 
Secondiy, Considerations suited to 


| sinless beings, these sufferings would 
| be unmerited and unknown. Sin has 
promote contentment. | introduced suffering into the world; 

The most weighty consideration || and being persisted in, it will hereaf- 
adapted to this end, has already been |} ter :atroduce its subjects into the place 
brought into view, while speaking of | of eternal punishment. Sinners, as 
the nature of contentment: I mean, || all are, we are entitled to no favour, 
that of the universal and perfect gov- || and are deserving of wrath. We 
ernment of Jehovah. “The Lord || have forfeited all good, and might be 
reigneth, let the earth rejoice.” The || justly consigned over to unmingled 
divine government is the true founda- || and perpetual evil. “It is of the 
tion of all joy and hope to the intelli- || Lord’s mercies that we are ‘not con- 
gent creation. Upon him who hath || sumed.” In any state, however af- 
created all things, all things are of|) flictive and distressing, even the worst 
course dependent. Their being and || which is found this side the pit of wo 
their modes of being, are controlled || and despair, we may truly say, “God 
by his will, and subject to his superin- || has punished us less than our iniqui- 
tending providence. It is a uniform || ties deserve:” and we may add, 
doctrine of the Bible, that nothing in | “Wherefore should a living man com: 
the wide universe occurs independ- | ?” Notwithstanding the infelici- 











plain: 
ently of God. . He “worketh all things ties of our present state, of which we 
after the counsel of his own will.” A | are prone to complain, blessings more 
sparrow falleth not to the ground | | in number than can be reckoned up, 
without our heavenly Father; but even | i | and of greater value than we can es: 
the hairs of our head are all number- | timate, have been freely bestowed up- 
ed. “The wrath of man,” (and, |) on us by the kindness of our heave 
equally, all the wickedness which ex- ly Father. Nay; what is more than 
ists,) “shall praise him: the remain- || all temporal good, a door of salvation 
der of wrath he will restrain.” The | is set open before us; and if we will, 
best interests of a universe which he || we may, according to the glorious me- 
has.created, which he upholds, and of H thod of divine appointment, be restot- 
which he is the sole proprietor and | | ed to the favour of God, and raised 
rightful sovereign, ‘are safe in his | i finally, to complete and endless hap 
hands. He has unbounded benev o- || piness. 
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Now, should we accustom ourselves |} ded unto you.” The amount of this 
to contrast our unworthiness and de- | instruction seems to be, “Let duty be 
sert of wrath, with the marvellous dis- |} your concern, and doubt not that the 
plays of the Lord’s goodness and mer- || Lord will provide.’ To the same 
cy toward us, surely it must have a || purpose it is written in the Psalms, 
powerful tendency, not only to quiet || “Trust in the Lord and do good; so 
our discontent, and hush our murmurs, | shalt thou dwell in the land, and ver- 
but to excite the delightful emotions of || ily thou shalt be fed.” “They that 
a pious gratitude. Let us then re- | seek the Lord, shall not. want any 
member, that it ever becomes sinners || good thing.”’ In short, we are assur- 
to be thankful, but never to conplain. || ed that “all things work together for 

Consider further, the encourage- good, to them that love God.” All 
ment afforded by the promises of God. the divine dispensations toward them, 

These do not, indeed, beloag to all || whether to the eye of sense prosper- 
men indiscriminately. ‘They are to |] ous or adverse, shall in the issue, be 
be appropriated only by the humble || made conducive to their benefit. Now 
believer, who submits himself to the || Task, what can rationally discompose 
divine disposal, casts the anchor of || the mah who embraces and inherits 
his hope on Christ, and yields habitu- || these promises? Let poverty, or sick- 
al obedience to the Gospel. Others |} ness, or persecution, or loss of dearest 
through the stubbornness and enmity | friends, or great privations and hard- 
of their hearts, which will not bow to || ships, fall to his lot; none of these things, 
the sceptre of Emmanuel, are exclud- || or any other which can happen,shall de- 
ed from any participation in the pro- || press or greatly move him, while he 
mises. ‘They inherit only the awful || retains his hold of the promises which 
threatnings, which denounce indigna- |} are all sure—which are stable as the 
tion and wrath on the ungodly. But || threne of God. 





a 


the true believer may find the promises Consider, once more, of how little 
a great help in promoting content- || importance are present things, com- 
ment. pared with things to come. Whatev- 


St. Paul, writing to the Hebrews, || er may be the peculiarities of our con- 
exhorts them, “Be content with such || dition in this world, they will soon, ve- 
things as ye have; fer he hath said, 1 |}ry soon, be no more. They must, 
will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” || therefore, derive their principal im- 
As aleading motive to contentment, || portance, from the influence which 
he reminds his poor and _ afflicted || they exert in forming our character 
brethren of a promise, originally made |} for a future and never-ending state of 
to Joshua, but designed equally for || being. Had the accumulation ot 
the universal encouragement of God’s || wealth any influence to render us rich 
people in difficult and trying circum- || toward God, or to secure to us a trea- 
stances. The same apostle writes to || sure in heaven; had human titles, hon- 
the Corinthian church, “My God shall || ours and distinctions, any connexion 
supply all your need, according to his || with a future crown of immortal life 
tiches in glory by Jesus Christ.”” Ob- || and glory; or could earthly convenien- 
serve the admonition of our Saviour, || ces and enjoyments, ebtain for us the 
against undue care, and distrustful anx- || fulness of joy and the enduring pleas- 
ety about temporal things: “Take no || ures which are at God’s right hand— 
thought saying, What shall we eat, or || then, indeed, they would be entitled to 
what shall we drink, or wherewithal || higher estimation, and the want of 
shall we be clothed? For your heav- || them might be mere justly deplored. 
enly Father knoweth that ye have || But it is not so. Many, now dead, 
need of these things. But seek ye first || who were once the admiration of the 
the kingdom of God and his righteous- |j world in these respects, know to their 
ness, and all these things shall be ad- j unavailing and everlasting sorrow, 








170 
that it is not so. Nay; the riches, 
honours and pleasures of earth, often 
prove greatly ensnaring to souls. And | 
God regards no man the more for 
them. He esteems not men the high- 
er, unless it be in responsibility, be- 
cause they happen, under his provi- 
dence, to occupy seats of power, or 
live in circumstances of prosperity 





n le . . 
and affluence, or have a fund of hu- | its, he is free 


man learning, or possess other pecul- 
jar advantages above their fellow men. 
God does not respect the persons of 
princes, or regard the rich more than 
the poor. All worldly distinctions and 
advantages go for nothing, in procur- 
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| las, in the gloomy recesses of a prison. 
| The vexation and distress, experienced 
by all discontented, covetous, ambi- 
|tious, and envious men, in the disap- 
|pointments which continually befa! 
| them, are, for the most part, unknown 
| to him who cherishes a spirit of con- 


| tentment. Confining his wishes and 


|, expectations within their proper lim- 


from the pain of ungrat- 
‘ified desires. He is also preserved 
'from the complication of wo, which 
arises from distrusting the goodness 
'and faithfulness of God, from mur. 
|muring and repining under the allot. 
‘ments of his providence, and from re. 


ing for the possessor, an inheritance in || luctance to yield himself to his sove. 


g These are 
often bestowed in the greatest abund- 
ance, on those whose future portion 
will be endless shame and misery. 
The christian, however humble or af- 
flicted may be his condition in this 
life, is a child of God; and will here- 
after be recognized as such, to the ut- 
ter confusion of many who hated, re- 
viled, and abused him. No matter if 
his external appearance is as poor and 
wretched, as once was that of Laza- 
rus; he is an heir of God, a joint heir 
ef Christ, and destined hereafter to in- 
herit all things. Now, should we set 
the scriptural and sober estimate of 
faith on things temporal and eternal, 
things present and things to come, 
would it not have a direct tendency to 
make us contented in every condition 
of life? 

Consider, lastly, contentment is an 
eminently peaceful and comfortable 
state of mind. Our happiness may 
be influenced, in a measure, by the cir- 
cumstances in which we are placed; 
but it depends far more, on the state 
of the mind. This is clearly illustrat- 
ed, on one hand, in the history of Ha- 
man, whose children, friends, wealth 
and honours, availed him nothing, be- 
cause his proud heart was wounded by 
the conduct of Mordecai, who refused 
him obeisance: and, on the other, in 
the composure and serenity of Dan- 
iel, confined with hungry lions; and 
the midnight praises of Paul and Si- 


the kinedom of heaven. 


‘reign disposal. He is not exempted 
‘from adversity; but its keenness is al. 
layed by the reflection that it is under 
| the direction of his heavenly Father, 
and the cheering hope that it will be 
made subservient to the divine glory 
and his own good. Atthe same time, 
his state of mind is such as to enhance 
jall the blessings and enjoyments of 
life. He views them all as gifts, and 
relishes them with gratitude to their 
glorious Author. Darkness which his 
eye cannot penetrate, may sometimes 
| rest on his prospects: but even then, 
the divine promises are as “a bow in 
the cloud,” to assure him that the 
| darkness will not be perpetual. The 
| serenity and peace of mind, the sur- 
| shine of the soul, which contentment 
ever brings with it, should induce all 
to seek and cultivate this heavenly dis 
position. 

{s it not worthy of our serious com 
sideration, whether we do in reality 
| possess the true rational and _pleasv- 
rable contentment which christianity 
enjoins? Does it not concern us to 
weigh the important considerations 
which are suited te promote this dé 
'sirable state of mind? ‘Though w 
may be constrained to acknowledgt, 
(let it be with deep and unfeigned h 
miliation,) that we have not already 
attained, except in a low degree, this 
amiable and excellent disposition; y¢ 
let us be earnestly following after i 
till we can adopt the language of 
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On the doings of the unregenerate. 


venerable apostle as our own—*I 
have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content.” Having 
contemplated his edifying example— 
“in much patience, in afflictions, in 
necessities, in distresses, in stripes, in 
imprisonments, in tumults, in labours, 
in watchings, in fastings, in journey- 
ings, In perils of waters, in perils of 
robbers, in perils of his own country- 
men, in perils by the heathen, in per- 
ils in the city, in perils in the wilder- 
ness, in perils in the sea, in perils 
among false brethren, in weariness 
and painfulness, in hunger and thirst, 
in cold and nakedness, and while sor- 
rowing always rejoicing”—O shall 
murmuring, repining, or discontent, 
ever again possess our hearts, under 
trials which deserve not to be named? 
May the grace of Christ, save us from 
such folly, from such guilt! 

May none of us remain destitute of 
that contentment, without which there 
can be no reconciliation, submission, 
thankfulness, cr love to God; no set- 
tled peace of mind in this world; no 
scriptural hope of happiness in the 
world to come! A. 


aIPi = 
From the Connecticut Evangelical Magazine. 


Extracts from the application of several sermons 
JSrom Luke 13. 24. 
0N THE DOINGS OF THE UNREGENER- 
ATE. 

1. We are hence naturally led to 
inquire, what objection can be made, 
against exhorting or directing sinners 
fo be in the use of any outward means 
of saving grace, while unregenerate. 

It is insisted that no answer should 
be given to the all-important inquiry 
of sinners, “What shall we do to be 
saved?” except, “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ;” or, “Repent and believe 
the gospel.” And that nothing short 
of thus entering in at the strait gate, 
will insure their salvation, is readily 
granted: but that no striving is neces- 
‘ary in order to do this, or that no ex- 
‘tnals of religion are to be directed to, 
is the means of repentance and faith, 
may not thence follow. Nor do I 
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know of any other medium of proof, 
by which it has been made evident, to 
my satisfaction, that directing to the 
use of any such means must be wrong. 

It is said, however, that we have no 
scripture example or precept, for di- 
recting sinners to seek pardoning mer- 
cy, by any other means than repentance 
and faith in the blood of Christ. 

But to this it may be answered, there 
are many directions given by express 
Divine command, both in the Old and 
New Testament, to the use of external 
means, with and by sinners, in order 
to their being brought to repentance, 
and a belief of the truth. Several ef 
them have been mentioned in the pre- 
ceding discourse. ‘T'o this end, they 
are directed to consider their ways, te 
hear instruction, to search the scrip- 
tures, and to seek the Lord. 

We are told, nevertheless, that it 
was always required and meant, that 
these external duties to which they 
were directed, should be done in sincer-. 
ity, with a good heart, and in faith. 

We answer to this, that godly sincer- 
ity in every action is always required 
of all men, must undoubtedly be true; 
nor is this near the whole truth. It 
is always required of every rational 
creature, to do all things with a per- 
fectly good heart, and to be perfect in 
every good work. But it was never 
meané that men should do nothing till 
they had a perfect heart; or that sin- 
ners should wait till a new heart was 
given them, before they did any thing. 
It is to be observed, that the fore-men- 
tioned things were directed to be done, 
as the means of repentance and faiths 
and that, when Ged has declared his 
purpose to take away the stony heart 
out of his impenitent people, and give 
them a heart of flesh, he said, “I wiil 
yet for this be inquired of by the house 
of Israel to do it for them.” That is, 
by the same rebellious people who had 
thisheart. ‘The impenitent workers of 
iniquity, were also called upon to con- 
sider their ways, that they might be 
brought to repent of their sins; and 
unbelievers were directed to search the 
scriptures, that they might be led te 
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believe in Christ. 


that the ends proposed must be ob- || trary: 


On the doings of the unregenerate. 


Is it to be thought } preach, should direct them to the con. 


for good men, as we are plainly 


tained, before the prescribed means | taught, are sinfully imperfect, in their 


were to be used? That the stony heart 
must be taken out of sinners, before || 
they might inquire of the Lord to do 
it for them? That they must sincerely | 
repent of their sins before they should 
cousider their ways? That those by || 
whom Jesus was despised and rejected | 
as an impostor, must receive him as 
their Savior, before they could search 
the scriptures, to get convinced of his 
being the promised Messiah, therein 
foretold and described? Or are we to 
think that sinners must be renewed in 
the spirit of their mind, before they 
may use any means ef coming to re 
knowledge of their need of redeeming 
grace? Any thing so preposterous, as 
hat the necessary means of conversion 
are to be used by those only, who are 
already converted, surely is net to be 
supposed the intention of scripture giv- 
en by inspiration of God. 

But the grand objection remains to 
be considered. It is said, 

All the doings of the unregenerate 
are altogether sinful: to direct them to 
seek God, or to be in the use of the 
means of grace, while in their present 
condition, must therefore be directing 
them to sin. 

This is thought plain and full de 
monstration. ut in reply to it, we 
may observe, in the first place, that it 
is too strong; that if it proved the point | 
intended, it would evidently prove too 
much. 

According to it, the unregenerate 
must not be directe -d to do justly, show 
mercy, or ever to speak the truth. 
And not only so, but they should be 
directed not to do any of these things; 
and never to pray, nor go to meeting, 
nor read their Bibles at home; for it is 

certainly right to direct men not to 
commit iniquity, as well as wrong to 
give them directions to sin. Yea, ac- 
cording to this way of reasoning, even 
the regenerate must not be directed to 
d any of the common duties of reli- | 
gion, or of morality between man and || 
man, but preachers, if any might 


| best performances. 

There must certainly be some flaw 
‘in an argument, which, if sound, would 
| necessarily prove too much. A sen- 
heremy which, if followed, would iney- 
itably lead us so far, must certainly be 
false. 

But where shall we find the weak 
place? Can we discover the fallacy? 
| The major proposition, that all the 
| doings of the unregenerate are alto. 
gether sinful, is often denied: but this, 

| it appears nd me exceedingly evident, 

cannot be disputed, consistently with 
scripture. Jf any part of the argu 
| ment can be denied, I think it must be 
|| the consequence; and this it may be 
seen will not follow, by only making 
an obvious distinction; a distinction 
| between directing persons to do right 
things, and directing to do them ina 
wrong manner, though they cannot do 
them in any other. This distinction 
we make every day, without any dif- 
ficulty, in other matters. “The plow- 
ing of the wicked is sin;” yet a man 
need not direct his wicked servant to 
| sin, when he directs him to plow. ‘The 
wicked heart, with which the servant 
plows, may be no part of the master’s 
eens nor is it ever so understood, 
| Suppose the servant should ask him, 
Would you have me sin in plowing? 
He oughte ertainly toanswer, No. But 
|if the question should be, Would you 
have me plow, while I cannot doit 
without sinning? doubtless it might 
well be answ ered, Yes. These are 
| plainly different questions: and unless 
| they might be answered differently, in 
| the case before us, no one in this fallen 
i could be directed to do any 


| 


i 

















thing, without being directed to sin. 
When the direction to be given, re 
spects the manner of doing things, oF 
the principle of action, er the disposi 
tion of the agent, no one should ever 









sinless perfection; whether an imper 
| fectly sanctified saint, or a totally de- 
praved sinner, But when we direct 


be directed to do any thing short of 
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to the performance of external actions, |! neither can be. 


. I 
any one may warrantably be directed | 


to do, ‘whatsoever things are honest, } 


whatsoever things are just;’? and to a | 
constant attendance on those ordinan- | 
ces of religion which are adapted to 
one in his condition, let him be ever so 
imperfectly sanctified, or even totally 
depraved. Such are the plain direc- 
tions, exhortations, and commands, in 
the Holy Scriptures. . And to such 
things as these, the unregenerate are 
evidently excited, when under the awa- | 
kening influence of the Holy Spirit. | 

But another puzzling question is ask- | 
ed on the other side, if it can be ealled 
another. It is said, the whole duty | 
which God requires of man, is compre- | 
hended in love. When this is wholly | 
wanting, no real duty can be done; but | 
of this, the unregenerate are totally 
destitute; and gan it be right to direet 
to the doing of things, which, when 
done, are no real daties? 

We answer as before; for it is the | 
same objection, only in different words: | 
The things directed to, are commanded | 
duties; and the essential deficiency in || 
the manner of their performance, need | 
no more be directed by ministers, than | 
itis commanded by God. Many ex-) 
ternal things are required of the unre- 
generate, in the Jaw and gospel, not- 
withstanding they have not that love 
in them, on which hang all the law and 
the prophets. These they certainly 
ought to do, and may warrantably be so 
directed, this notwithstanding. Men) 
may have real duties incumbent on | 
them, when they cannot be such, as | 
done by them, by reason of the total | 
unholiness of their hearts. Our being | 
under obligation to any duties, certain- 





} 
| 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
} 





ly does net depend upon our having a 
dutiful disposition, though our doing | 
them as duties, certainly does. | 
In former times, when the differ- | 
| 


ence between natural and moral ina- 
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| 
| their being as able immediately to re- 
{ 
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Hence, to these only, 
| the unregenerate were exhorted or di- 
rected. Whereas now, in consequence 
| of that distinction, and of its being be- 

lieved that the unregenerate would be 


| able to obey the Gospei in sincerity; 


and even to be perfect, as the original 


to consider them as being under no 
inability at all; and bence treat them 
as if the question, whether there was 
any thing tor them to do, previous to 
repentance and faith, were altogether 
superfiuous and needless; because of 


pent and believe to the saving of the 
soul, as to do any thing else. These 
opposite extremes, It appears to me, 
are alike unscriptural and irrational. 
Since they are unable to love God, or 
to repent and believe the Gospel, only 
by reason of.an evil heart, or the want 
of a willing mind, there is no less pro- 
priety in commanding and exhorting 
them to do these, than to do any ex- 
ternal duties. Neveriheless, since it is 
as really: impossible for them to com- 
ply with the internal requisitions of 
the Jaw or gospel, in their present con- 
dition, as for them to get the faith of 
miracles, so that they could remove 
mountains, though in the former case, 
the impossibility is their own fault. 
Since they cannot love God, or believe 
in Christ, till born of the Spirit; wheth- 
er there are not duties incumbent upon 
them, which can be done by them be- 
fore a new heart is given them, and 
which may be the means of their sal- 
vation, in my opinion, is a pertinent 
and an important question, and one 
which ought to have an implicit an- 
swer. 

Still, against answering this question, 
explicitly or implicitly, in the af- 
firmative, it is objected, that giving 
any directions to sinners, respecting 


bility in point of excusing was not un- || they may follow, and yet fail of salva- 
derstood, or not admitted, it used to be || tion, cannot be right, and must be dan- , 


supposed, that only the externals of re- | 


| 
| 
| what they shal] do to be saved, which 
| 


serous. That should a minister direct 


~ 


ligion and righteousness were required || his unconverted hearers, to do all the 


of men, while of that carnal mind, | 


Which is not subject to the law of God, | 





external duties required of them, and 
any of then; should do these ever so ex- 
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actly, but never repent truly, and there- 
fore perish, never believe in Christ, 
and therefore die in their sins, their 
blood would be required at the watch- 
man’s hand. 

But why so? When the angels, after 
leading Lot out of Sodom, said to him, 
“Escape for thy life; look not behind 
thee, neither stay thou in all the plain: 
Escape to the mountain, lest thou be 
consumed;”’ if Lot had set out as di- 
rected, but the storm of fire and brim- 
stone had overtaken him by the way, 
would the angels have been answera- 
ble for his unhappy fate? Or when 
the best medicines have been pre- 
scribed for healing the sick, and have 
been taken, if any of them die, is the 
physician guilty of murdering them? 
That no means for escaping evils can 
with propriety or safety be directed to, 
except such as will infallibly prove ef- 
fectual, if used, no one ever thinks in 
other cases; and why should it be any 
more thought in this case? 

This objection, it may be observed, 
like the foregoing, is grounded on the 
supposition, that if we direet the unre- 
generate to any external duties, they 
must be directed to do them in an an- 
regenerate manner. ‘That if men are 
directed io the use of any means of 
grace, while in a state of nature, they 
maust be directed to use them as they 
are naturallly disposed; that is, from 
merely selfish motives, and with self- 
righteous views and expectations. 

On this supposition only, can it ap- 
pear to be of any force. Directing 
sinners to the externals of religion, as 
wf these alone would secure their sal- 
vation, is doubtless wrong, and of very 
dangerous tendency. But not so, when 
they are directed to these only as the 
steps leading to the mountain, and are 
told not to look behind them, nor stay 
in all the plain: when we direct them 
to pray, and read and hear the word, 
only as the means of repentance and 
faith; and tell them never to think 
themselves out of danger, till they have 
thus entered in at the strait gate of the 
kingdom of grace; till they have taken 
sanctuary in the gospel city of refuge: 
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the only hiding place from the wind, 
and covert fron? the tempest; the only 
ark of safety from the deluge of the 
wrath to come. 

II. What has been said, will lead us 
to consider what encouragement there 

| is for the use of any means of salva- 
| tion, in the case ef unregenerate sin- 
ners. 

This is a question respecting which, 
in my opinion, there is need of cau- 
tiously guarding against mistakes, both 

| on the right hand and on the left. It 
has doubtless been the most common, 
‘and, I apprehend, is not the least dan- 
| gerous, to err on the side of encour- 
aging and being encouraged too much, 
or on improper grounds. ‘To guard 
against this, I observe, 

First, according to the scriptures, it 
is very certain and obvious, that the 
unregenerate should not be encouraged 
to a diligent use of any means of grace, 
| or to any external duties, under.a no- 
tion that they will thus render them- 
selves at all more worthy, or less un- 
worthy of pardoning mercy, or of re- 
newing or assisting grace. 

Secondly, sinners cannot warranta- 
| bly be encouraged to a diligent use of 
| the outward means of grace, or attend- 

ance on external duties, with the hope 
of thereby becoming entitled to any 
promise of mercy to sanctify, or grace 
to help. 

Regeneration, and all antecedent in- 
fluence of the Holy Spirit, in a prepar- 
atory law work, are unpromised bless- 
ings, as well as unmerited. In regard 
to these, God hath mercy on whom he 
will have mercy; holding himself at 

| liberty in his word, to leave whom he 
will to hardness, impenitence, and per- 
dition. 

Thirdly, the unregenerate cannot 
warrantably be encouraged to strive to 
enter in at the strait gate, by a serious 
aitention to religion, with an assurance, 

| that if after all, they should not be sa- 
ved, their sin will thence be Jess, and 
their condemnation lighter. 

We will now turn to the affirmative 
side. Notwithstanding the unregenet 
ate cannot please God, nor become en: 
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titled to any promise of mercy to par- 
don, er grace to help, by their supposed 


best doings: and notwithstanding, if 


they should spend all they have—all 
their time and strength in seeking the 
recovery of spiritual health, they may 
be nothing better, but rather grow 
worse; yet there is certainly hope in 
their Case, and just grotnd of encour- 


agement, to be in the diligent use of 


means, ordained unto life. 

‘They may warrantably be told, that 
it is God’s ordinary way to work by 
means, in effecting the spiritual salva- 
tion of men, from | beginning to end, no 
less than in ‘healing their bodily sick- 
nesses, or in providing their daily food: 
and that hence there is much the same 
reason to hope, when appointed means 
are used, arid the same necessity for 
the use of them, in this case as in any | 
others. 

There is only a peradventure, it is 
true, of the conversion of any, whether |; 
open opposers of the gospel, or merely 
inward unbelievers, and let what means 
will be used with them, or by them. 
When Paul has planted, and Apollos 
watered, it is God that giveth the in- 
erease. And this, in particular in- 
stances, he hath not promised. But 
thus it is also, in regard to laboring for 
the meat which perisheth; and in ail 
temporal matters. ‘The blessing of the 
Lord maketh rich; and on the blessing 
of God, his unpromised blessing, every 
one is dependent for daily bread. 

The unregenerate may also be told, 
that as natural a connexion jis discov- 
erable between the use of means, and 
the salvation of sinners, in most parts 


of effectual calling, as between second | 


causes and their effects, in any of the 
common works of providence. That 
the instituted means of grace are as ev- 
idently instrumental of the first awa- 
kening of sinners, of their progressive 
convictions, and of their active conver- 
sion, as Means ever are in any case. 


Let not the unregenerate, then, neg- | 
lect the outward and ordinary means || 


of grace, because it is said by some able 
and good divines, they dare not direct 
any to be in the use of them, while in 
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| their condition. Nor let it be thought 
quite certain, that those preachers 
themselves really believe what they 
say. Not that I would suppose their 
professed scruple a mere pretence: but 
it may be only a dark speculation in 
their metaphysical heads, which is not 
believed by them in the bottom of their 
hearts. ‘They rejoice and exult in it 
| as much as others, if at any time the 
| unregenerate flock to their meetings, 
and appear eager to hear them. They 
are as ready as their brethren to cireu- 
late and read narratives of such atten- 
tions in other places. They are as 
forward as any to become members of 
Societies, and to promote subscriptions 
for sending Bibles and missionaries to 
the heathen: and to the poor in new 
| plantations, many of whom are doubt- 
| less supposed to ‘be unconverted. Do 
 aleees things look as if they really 
| thought it very wrong, to put the unre- 
| generate upon hearing or Feading the 
| word of God, or paying any attention 
to religion? 








| 


weg 
From the Hepkinsian Magazine. 
REPLY TO EXTRACTS, ON THE DOINGS 
OF THE UNREGENERATE, 


Sm—In the sixth volume and eighth 
number of your periodical work, you 
have published some extracts from se- 
veral Sermons “of an aged and vene- 
rable divine, whose praise is in all the 
churches, and whose writings have in- 
structed many.” I have no doubt but 
that you had good reasons for giving 
such an excellent character to that pi- 
| ous and profound author; and I am 
| apt to think it is possible, that I may 
| have perused his writings, with as 
| much pleasure, instruction and grati- 

tude, as any of his readers and ad- 
mirers. But yet I must say, that I 
cannot see that his reasonings upon 
the doings of the unregenerate are al- 
together correct, consistent, and con- 
| clusive. His real orthodoxy led him 
to make some concessions, with re- 
spect to the point in dispute, which E 
most cordially approve, as not only 
just and scriptural, but extremely can- 
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did. He concedes “That godly sin- 
cerity in every action, is always re- 
quired of ali men.” THe concedes, 
“It is the duty of all men, whether 
they eat, or drink, or whatever they 
do, to do all to the glory of God.” 
He concedes, “That the unregenerate 
should not, accerding to the scrip- 
tures, be encouraged to use any of 
the means of grace, or to perform 
any external duties, under a notion 
that they will thus render themselves 
more worthy or less unworthy of par- 
doning mercy, or of renewing or as- 
sisting grace”? He concedes, that 
“sinners cannot be warrantably en- 
couraged, to use the outward means 
of grace, or to attend on external du- 
ties, with the hope of thereby becom- 
ing entitled to any promise of mercy 
to sanctify, or grace to help.” He 
concedes, that “the unregenerate can- 
not be warrantably encouraged to 
strive to enter in at the straight gate, 
by serious attention to religion, with 
the assurance, that, if after all, they 
should not be saved, their sin will be 
less, and their condemnation the light- 
er.” And he further concedes, “When 
the direction to be given respects the 
manner of doing things, or the prin- 
ciple of action, or the disposition of 
the agent; no one should be directed 
to any thing short of sinless perfec- 
tion; whether an imperfectly sancti- 
fred saint, or a totally depraved sin- 
ner.” 

Now, I cannot reconcile these fair 
and liberal concessions with the argu- 
ments which he employs to prove, 
that it is right and proper, to direct sin- 
ners to use the means of grace, without 
holiness, in order to become converted. 

One argument in favour of unre- 
generate doings, he draws from God’s 
requiring sinners, both in the Old and 
New Testament, “to consider their 
ways, to hear instruction, to search 
the scriptures, and to seek the Lord, 
én order to their being brought to re- 
pentance, and a belief of the truth.” 
But if God has really required sin- 
ners to do all these things, while des- 
titute of faith and repentance, and in 


ee - 
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order to obtain repentance and faith, 
how can it be true, “That godly sin. 
cerity in every action, is always re. 
quired of all menr” or how ean it be 
true, that sinners do nothing worthy of 
the approbation and promise of God 
to sanctify and help them, while they 
are doing every thing which he has 
required them to do, 7n order to se. 
cure renewing or assisting grace? 
There certainly appears some incon. 
sistency here. Either God does not 
always require godly sincerity in eve. 
ry action, of ali men; or they may do 
their duty, even their whole duty, 
while seeking after godly sincerity. 
He draws another argument in fa- 
vour of unregenerate doings, from 
God’s requiring sinners to do right 
things, without requiring them to do 
them zr a right manner. But how is 
this argument consistent with his con- 
cession? He allows, ‘That godly sin- 
cerity in every action, is always re- 
quired of all men.” If God ever re. 
quires sinners to do right actions, 


‘without requiring them to do them in 


aright manner, in all such cases, he 
dees not require them to act in godly 
sincerity. ‘he concession is true, but 
the argument unfounded. The law 
of God always primarily respects the 
heart, and not merely external action. 
President Edwards says, “The will it- 
self, and not only the actions which 
are the effects of the will, is the pro- 
per object of precept or command.” 
The first and great commandment of 
the law, primarily respects the heart; 
and external actions, only as the ex- 
pression of the heart. ‘Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart.” And the second is like unto 
it: “Thou shait love thy neighbour as 
thyself.” Though the distinction be- 
tween requiring right things to be 
done, and requiring them to be done 
in a right manner, seems to carry 
some plausibility in it; yet it has no 
foundation in scripture, or reason, but 
is areal absurdity. Whatever action 
is required, must be required to be 
done either in a right or wrong mat- 
ney; that is, fram a good or bad inten 
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tion. For it is impossible for any a-}} Our author supposes, that it will be 
gent to act without any intentions at || granted, on all sides, that it is more 
all. God always requires sinners to jj likely that sinners wiil be converted, 
do right things in a right manner, || if they use, than if they neglect the 
and expressly condemns theth for do- || means of grace; and hence he argues, 
ing even right things in a wrong man- || that it is proper to direct them to use 
ner. God requires sinners “to wor- || the means of grace, in order to con- 
ship him tn spertt and in truth;” that || version. But this, like his preceding 
is, in a right manner; but he express- || arguments, is equally inconsistent with 
ly forbids them to bring vain oblations, || one of his concessions. It is in these 
or tread his courts in a wrong manner. || words: “When the direction to be gi- 
In God’s view, there is no ground for || ven respects »the manner of doing 
the distinction between requiring right || things, or the principle of action, or 
things to be done, and requiring them || the disposition of the agent; mo one 
to be done in a right manner. And || should be directed to any thing short 
if God can see no reason for this dis- || of sinless perfection.” This seems to 
tinction, it is not to be supposed that || be giving up the whole point in dis- 
men can see any reason for it. No || pute, and granting that sinners may 
good master will require his servant || not be directed to do any thing in a 
to do afly thing, without any motive, | wrong manner, or from a bad princi- 
because he knows that his servant can- || ple, or with a sinful disposition, in or- 
not act without any motive. And no |} der to be converted. The question 
good master will require his servant || is not, whether sinners may be ¢old, 
to do any thing from a wrong motive. || that if they use the means of grace in 
Hence it follows, that whenever a || a graceiess manner, it is more likely 
sood master requires a servant to do || that they will be converted, than if 
any thing, he really requires him to do |j they entirely neglect to use them. I 
it from a right motive, or in a right || know of none but Sandemaneans, 
manner. ‘Though the motive may || who do not suppose that it is more 
not be expressed, it is always under- |} likely, according to God’s usual mode of 
stood; and could the master know || Conduct towards sinners, that they will 


that his servant did what he required | be converted, if they use the means 
him to do, from a selfish, sinister, or 


of grace in a graceless manner, than 
malignant motive, he might justly re- || if they pay no attention to them. But 
prove and condemn him for disobedi- 


this by no means proves, that it is 
ence. When the king of Assyria was || right to direct sinners to use any 
sick in Damascus, he sent his servant 


means, in order to be converted; be- 
Hazael to inquire of the =f 


















cause they cannot be directed to use 
whether he should recover from his || means for this purpose, without being 
present sickness. Hazael went and || directed to use them in a sinful man- 
inquired of the prophet as his master 


ner. And whenever sinners are di- 
commanded him. Now, supposing 


rected to use means, in order to be 
Hazael had gone to the prophet with || converted, they always suppose that 
the same intent with which he came 


they are directed to use them with 
backs; that is, with an intent to murder || their present sinful hearts. They 
lis master, and to usurp his throne, if || have a clear idea of the distinction 
the prophet informed him he was 


| between being directed to use the 
likely to recover; would he have o- 


means of grace in a right manner, 
leyed his master? No servant can o- || and being directed to use them in a 


bey any good command of God or || wrong manner; but they have no idea 
man from a bad motive. There is no || of being directed to use them in no 
propriety, therefore, in directing sin- || manner at all; that is, without either 
iers to do right things, without any || a good or bad heart. And it is be- 
motive, or without a good motive. lieved, that whoever does direct them 
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to use means in order to become con- 
verted, in a manner which is neither 
right nor wrong, never can make 
them either understand or follow his 
directions. 

The ingenious and metaphysical 
author of the Extracts, supposes he 
has discovered and pointed out the 
only rational and scriptural mode of | 
directing and encouraging unregene- 
rate sinners; and that the | way which | 
he has discovered and pointed out, is | 
a proper medium between the elder | 
and younger divines, whom he consid- 
ers in two opposite extremes, and e- 
qually erroneous. Asan aged divine, 
it may be naturally supposed, that he 
has been well acquainted with the dis- 
pute between the elder and younger 
divines, respecting the doings of the 
unregenerate, which has continued to 
subsist for more than forty years past. 
In respect to the elder divines, he ob- 
serves, “In former times, when the 
difference between natural and moral 
inability in point of excusing was not 
understood, or not admitted, it used to 
be supposed, that only the externals 
of religion and righteousness were re- 
quired of men, while of that carnal 
mind which is not subject to the law 
of God, neither can be. 
these only, the unregenerate were ex- 
horted or directed,” by the elder di- 
vines.” “These pious authors seem 


to have supposed, that the inability of | c 


sinners to love God, or truly to believe | 
the gospel, was owing to weakness or 
blindness of the understanding ,and not 
radically to depravity of heart. And | 
hence it appeared to them, that if they 
did their external duty, as well as 
they could, since nothing more was 
in their power, it would “certainly be 
accepted of a just and righteous God. 
And were their inability of this kind, | 
reason would so teach; but how they | 
could think this representation of the 
case consistent with scripture, it is 
hard to conceive.” 

In respect to the younger divines, 
who admit the distinction between 
natural and moral inability, and sup- 


pose that sinners are under no natural |) 


Hence, fo | 
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ty, and even to be perfect as the ori. 
ginal law of the Lord requires, he ob. 
serves, “Some seem to consider them 
| as being under no inability at all; and 

hence treat them as if the question, 

whether there was any thing for chim 
|| 0 do, previous to repentance and 
| 





faith, were altogether superfluous and 

needless; because of their being as a- 

ble immediately to repent and believe 
| to the saving of the soul, as to do any 
thing else.” 
These are fair statements, and clear- 
| ly show, that the difference of opinion 
| between the elder and younger di- 
vines, respecting the directions to be 
given to unrenewed sinners, originates 
entirely from their different notions of 
the distinction between a natural and 
moral inability to love and obey God. 

The elder divines, who suppose that 
sinners are under a natural inability 
| to love God and embrace the gospel, 
cannot, to be consistent with them- 
selves, direct them to do any thing 
| more, than to perform the mere exter- 
| nals of religion and _ righteousness. 
And the younger divines, who sup- 
pose that sinners are under no natural 
inability to believe God, and embrace 
the gospel, cannot, to be consistent 
| with themselves, direct them to any 
thing short of exercising immediately 
love and repentance. 

Now, if the elder divines are wrong, 
it seems that the younger divines must 
be right; for they are diametrically 

opposite to each other in their opin- 

ions, with respect to the proper direc: 
| tions to be given to sinners. But the 
author of the Extracts, supposes that 
| both these modes of directing the un- 
| regenerate are wrong; and that there 
is a middle mode much more rational 
and consistent. He has made the at- 
| tempt to point out such a middle and 
better mode. Let us now see how 


| 














well he has succeeded, according to 
his own statement of his own opinion. 
He allows, that “since sinners are wn- 
abie to love God, or repent and _be- 
lieve the gospel, only by reason of an 
evil heart, or the want of a willing 


inability to obey the gospel iz sincerj.. 
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wind, there is no less propriety 
commanding and exhorting them to 
do these, than to do an y external du- 
ies”? ‘This perfectly agrees with 
what the younger divines say and 
teach. But he immediately subjoins, 
“Nevertheless, since it is as really im- 
possible tor them to comply with the | 
internal requisitions of the law- or 
vospel, in their present condition, as 
ior them fo get the faith of miracles, 
though in the former case, the impos- 
sibility is their own fault; and since 
they cannot love God, or believe in 
Christ, till born of the Spirit; there 
are duties incumbent upon them, and | 
which can be done by them, before a | 
aew heart is given them, and which | 
may be means of their salvation,” or | 
‘as the expression ought to mean) | 
which may be means of their regene- | 
ration. ‘This appears to agree with | 
what the elder divines say and teach. | 
Though our author cadls the inability | 
it sinners to love God, to repent, and | 
| 
| 
| 





— 


to believe, a moral inability, yet he 
reasons from it, just as if it were a 
atural inability. It is not quite cer- 
tain but that he really believes there is 
some corrupt principle, nature, or 
taste, in sinners, which renders it not | 
only morally, but x NATURALLY impos- 
sible for them to tara from sin to ho- | 
liness, or to put off the old man, and || 
put on the new. Upon this, and only || 
upon this supposition, can we account | 
for his taking any pains, and especial- | 
ly so much pains, to show the propri- 
ely of directing, exhorting, and en- || t 
couraging sinners ‘to do right things,’ || 
without either a good ora bad motive, | 
or rather, without any motive at all; | 
which is no less absurd, than to exhort Ht 
them Zo act, and not to act at the same e || 
time. If any man could have disco- | 
vered and pointed out a proper and | 

| 

i 

. 








| 
| 


consistent mode of giving directions | 
to sinners, which should be really dif- 
ferent from any mode of giving di-| 
rections to them, that either the elder 
or younger divines have tauoht or | 
practised, we verily believe, that the } 
acute and melaphysical watt or of the | 


Extracts could have done it. 


YOR, ly. 
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the Nineteenth Century. 


since he has completely failed of do- 
ing it, we are strengthened and con- 
firmed in the opinion, that the young- 
er divines are right in their theory and 
practice, and do really follow the ex- 
ample of the Prophets, the Saviour, 
and the Apostles, in directing sinners 
to the immediate exercise of love, re- 
| pentance and faith. 
A Youncer Drying. 
isi 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 


| THE PILGRIM 'S PROGRESS IN THE NINE- 
TEENTH CENTURY.—-BY BUNYANUS. 


CHAPTER VI. 


Then said the Interpreter, I will 
show you onething more. So he took 
them to a prison, and showed them a 
prisoner who had been sentenced to 
solitary confinement at hard labor for 
a certain time, which was specified in 
the law, which time had now expired. 
And as the keeper of the prison came 
to the door, the prisoner called to him, 
and said, my time is out—I have suf- 
fered all the punishment which the law 
required—I demand my discharge. 
So the keeper unlocked the door, and 
set him at liberty. 

Then said the pilgrims, what means 
this? 

In. Do you understand the ground 
on which this man was discharged? 
Was it on the ground of justice, or on 
the ground of mercy? 

Th. Uthink Iunderstandit. It was 
on the ground that he had sufiered al! 

the punishment which the law required. 
Hie was discharged on the gronad of 
justice. I sce no mercy in the case. 

In. Did he ask his discharge of the 
keeper as a favor, or thank the keep- 
er for granting it? 

Th. No; he demanded it as his 
right. ile gave no thanks. 

“In. Could the keeper have retained 
him any longer without being guilty of 
injrstice? 

Th. No; for having suffered all that 
the law required, if the keeper had re- 
taired kim longer, it would have been 
the same as punishing one who hac 


Put ! committed n> offence. 


4 
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In. The infliction of suffering upon }j 
one who has committed no offence | 
would not be a true and proper punish- 
ment. It would be an act of oppres- 
sion, however, to have detained the || 
prisoner any longer against bis will. | 
But did the keeper say any thing about 
pardon? 

%:. No; there was no pardon in| 
the case. 

In. No; there was not. one 
or forgiveness, is the remission of a | 
punishment which the law has ra ; 
nounced. But where that punishment | 
is fully inflicted, there is nothing re-| 
mitted; and of course there is no par- 
don or forgiveness in the case. 

Th. What is the application of this? 

In. It shows the absurdity of what | 
some teach; that men suffer all the |) 
punishment their sins deserve, either 
before or after death; and yet are par- 
doned, forgiven, or made the subjects |; 
of mercy. If any suffer the whole of | 
the punishment w hich the law denoun- | 
ces for their sins, they are not saved | 
by Christ—they are not subjects of | 
mercy—they have nothing forgiven | 
them—they are not treated with grace | 
—they have no occasion to ask for } 
their discharge as a favor—they may | 
demand it as their right—their dis- |) 
charge j is an act of justice—the y have | 
i 
| 


——— 
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| 
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no thanks to give for it. 

This transaction also shows the ab- 
surdity of what some teach; that the | 
sins of men were punished in the per-| 
son of Christ, and yet are forgiven. || 
The same sin cannot be both fully pun- | 
ished, and freely pardoned or forgiven. | 
Forgiveness is the remission of that |! | 
punishment which might justly be in- | 
flicted. But a crime cannot be jusily i 
punished twice over. Therefore, af} 
the sins of men had been punished in i 
the person of Christ, they could not | 
be justly punished again in them; and j, 
consequently, thev must be discharged 
on the ground of justice. They might 
be under great obligations to him for 
suffering their punishment for them, 
and to the Father for giving his Son 
to do this; but they con!d be under 
no obligations to him for their dis- 


! 
| 


journey. 
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cliarge itself, after this 


was done. 
Their discharge could not be an ac 
of grace—it could not be a pardenm 
it could not with propriety be asked 
as a favor, but challenged as a right~ 
and no thanks need be rendered fo, 
| merely granting what is justly due, 


Th. Uf the death ef Christ was not 
a punishment of the sins of men, how 


| does it have any efficacy in procuring 
\ their discharge? 


In. It is an expedient, devised by in. 
finite wisdom to answer the end of pun. 
ishment, without the actual! infliction oj 
that punishment, so that mercy may be 
exercised in remitting that punishment 
by a true and proper forgiveness. 

Th. How does it answer that end? 

In. When Christ voluntarily submit. 
ted to die on the cross for sinners, he 
thereby magnified the law and made 


'it honorable; inasmuch as his death 


Shows the evil of sin, and how God 
feels towards it, in as clear a fight, 
(considering the dignity of his person,) 
as the execution ot the penalty of the 
law upon the sinner could have shown 
it. It thus answers the end of punish- 
ment, and opens a door of mercy to 
a perishing e world. 

Then I perceived that the Interpre- 
ter bid the pilgrims remember the 
things they had seen and heard. So 
he gave them refreshments, and lody- 
ed them all night; and in the mor- 
ning, he questioned them in ma 


hy words, out of the King’s book, 


and further instructed them in his 
statutes, that they might know their 
Master’s will, and do it, and be found 
faithful unto the end. So he dismiss- 
ed them to go on their way, after hay- 
ing given them a caution to beware of 
the arts of three sisters, Hypocrisy, 
Carnal Policy, and Heresy, with 
whom he told them they would be 
| likely to mect in some part of ‘theit 
So they gave him many 
thanks for his instructions and coun- 
sels, and departed. 

Now I perceived that they had not 
gone far from the Interpreter’s house, 
before the 'y Saw a stile over the wall, 


ion the right hand, on which was ix 
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scribed, “THE HyPocriTE’s Hope.” || F.w. If we are in the way, we 
And while they stood looking, behold || are in it; and it matters not how we 
tree men came along to that stile, |) came in. I therefore cordially em- 
and came over the wall by it into the || brace you as a brother pilgrim, though 
King’s highway, of whom Thought- |! you feel so uncharitable towards me. 
ful and Ardent had some knowledge || But I doubt not that the way we came 
in the city of Destruction, and whose || is as good, if not better than yours. 
names were Feel-well, Love-seif, and || 1 am certain it was much more agree- 
No-law. Then Feel-well came for- || able. For, though we heard Evan- 
ward to shake them by the hand, and || gelist as well as you, we did not like 
said, his preaching, and we could not bear 

F. w. How do you do, neighbours? || his directions. And if we had heard 
You are going on pilgrimage I see. || no other, we should never have been 
And soam I. I rejoice to meet you. | persuaded to set out on pilgrimage. 
The pilgrim’s life is a happy one. I} But we chose to hear every one that 
know itis. LT wish the whole world | we could. I liked Doctor Smooth- 
would only try it. } man pretty well; but he had not zeal 

Th. Ibelieve that pilgrims have | enough. I did not like Doctor Sooth- 

| 








their comforts, and their sorrows; and || ing, because he would have me wait 
both peculiar to themselves. | the King’s time, and I was for doing 

F.w. That they have their com- || something at once. I did not like 
jorts, [ know. But that is too cold a || Mr. Save-all, because he would have 
word: they have their joys. But that i us all stay in the city till it was burn- 
pilgrims should have any sorrows, I do || ed, and then go by a short way, to 
not understand. Ifthey do, it must be the Celestial country, in a chariot of 
becatise they have so litle faith. || fire. I did not like the mode of con- 

Th. 1 am sensible that if I had || veyance. But I disliked Evangelist 
more faith in God, more true confi- || more than all the rest; and I have no 
dence in him, and were more willing || doubt that he hinders more from go- 
to be at his entire disposal, I should || ing on pilgrimage, than even Mr. 
have lesstrouble of mind. But when || Save-all himself. But I liked the man 
{ have the clearest views of God, I 1 they nick-name Mr. Blind-guide, but 
have also the clearest discovery of my |; whose true name he told me, is Guide- 
own vileness; and that fills me with || to-the-blind. He pleased me exacily. 
the deepest sorrow for my sins. I || He told me of this way into the way, 
loathe and abhor myself,.and grieve | by which we have come. And he 
that L have dishonoured my Lord and || furnished us with a conductor called 
King. Repentance, who accompanied us as 

F.w. Tperceive that you do not || long as we had need of him, even to 
understand me. I mean by faith, || the house of Mr. Self-confidence, in 
the belief that my sins are pardoned, '|the village of Peace-in-believing, 
and that I shall be received at the | which we entered by the gate of Ezx- 
gate of the Celestial City. I nove || perience, and where we lodged one 
this, by my own feelings. And there- || night, and saw glorious things. From 
fore L am full of joy. that place to this stile, over which we 

Th. You seem to be very confi- || have come, the way has been smooth 





‘dent that you shall be received at the | and pleasant. 


Celestial gate. But J am afraid you | 
will be disappointed; for I perceive || shook his head. Then Feel-well said 
you did not come in by the door, but || to him; 


| Here Ardent sighed deeply, and 
| 

climbed up some other way. You | F.w. What is the matter, brother 
| 





have come over the stile of the hypo- || Ardent? 
crite’s hope; and I apprehend your Ard. Tremember Mr. Blind-guide, 


end will be according to your begin- |}to my sorrow. I disliked Evyange- 
ang, 








iS8 


list’s 
and wentto Mr. Blind-guide for di- 
rections. [He sent me, as he did you, | 
to the village of F alse- -peace, where | | 
abode with Mr. Self-confidence a con- 
siderable time, and having returned to || 
our city, | was well nigh lost forever. || 
F.w. Aye, true indeed. You fell 
away: you turned back. Had you 
only kept on as | have, all had been 
well. Hold on, and hold out, is my 
maxim; and that I am determined to 
do, till I reach the Celestial City, and |) 
shout hosannas to the King of Glory. || 
Love-self. If I only get through 
at last, I shall be satisfied; though I 
confess [have not always the same 
confidence of it that brother Feel-well 
has. Ihave my doubts occasionally, 
which make me very unhappy while 
they last. But I feel better since I 
have got over this stile, and find my- 
self safe in the King’s highway. 
No-law. 1 have no doubts, and 
never have had, since we got to the | 
village of Peace-in-believing. It was 
there revealed to me in a dream, the 
night we lodged with Mr. Self-confi- 
dence, that the Prince Immanuel had 
taken all my sins, and given me all his 
righteousness. If I step occasionally 
out of the way, it never troubles me 
any, since | know that the Prince Im- 
manuel bore the punishment of it all 
By this time, I perceived that the 
company drew near to the cross, and |, 
had a view of Him who bled thereon. 
And I thought they all appeared to be 
more or less moved at the sight, but || 
expressed their feelings in different | 
ways. Feel-well jumped up and j; 
down, and clapped his hands, and 
shouted aloud. Love-self sat down 
and contemplated the sight with a 
cheerful countenance. No-law stood 
and looked attentively, but without 
much emotion. Ardent wept aloud; 


and Thoughtful stood apart, looking | 
intensely at the cross, with a counte- 
nance of deep solemnity , while a few 
tears trickled down his cheeks. 

Oh, (said Feel-well,) how can I ex- 
press my joy at this sight? 
soul with ecstacy. 


It fills my 
I see here the as- 
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instructions at first, as you did, |] surance of my acceptance at the Ce 


lestial gate. ‘There hangs the mar 
'who died for me. How can | help 
loving him for his great love to me: 
| Let those hold their peace who can- 
‘not feel. 1 want a religion that I cay 
feel. And I thank the King that J 
|do feel his love shed abroad in my 
heart. Glory to the King! Glory to 
the Prince who died for me! Glory! 
| Glory! 

Now, (said Love- self) I see my ti- 
‘tle clear. I see my sins removed, 
| He bore them all for me. By his o. 

bedience to the law in my room, I am 
justified and accepted. I wil! doubt 
| no more, 

Here, (said No-law,) T see how un- 
necessary are good works. ‘The fin- 

‘ished righteousness of the Prince Im- 
| manuel does not need any additions of 
ours. I read that he justifies the un- 
|godly; and I come to be justified as 
| ungodly. I make no pretences to any 
righteousness of my own. 

I sec here, (said Ardent,) the effect 
of my sins. They pierced the hands 
and feet of the Prince of Life. They 
inflicted those cruel wounds which 
'seem to bleed afresh, as I look upon 
ithem. In view of this scene, how 
| vile and hateful my sins appear! Oh 
| that my head were waters, and mine 





.tteyes were fountains of tears, that | 


_might weep day and night for my base 
ingratitude. How vile Iam! How 
‘loathsome I appear to myself ! 

Here, (said T houghitful,) appears 
ithe great evil of sin. It occasioned 
the death of the King of Glory. Here 
1 L see the great love of God toa sin- 
| ful world, in giving his only begotten 

| Son to die for them. Here I see the 
infinite condescension of the Prince 
Immanuel, who, though he was rich, 
yet for our sakes became poor, that we, 
through his poverty, might be rich 
Here I see God’s regard for his law, 





the honour of which was maintained 
at such anexpense. From this scene, 
we may draw motives for a holy life; 
for how shall we who are dead to sin, 
by the cross, live any longer therein. 
BUNYANUS. 
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! proceed from a sinful cause. The 
' production, therefore, of sin, affords no 
‘evidence of sinfulness in the cause of 
‘its existence. God’s holiness is con- 
How ts it consistent with the holiness | cerned only in his determination to 
of the Deity to produce sin? | produce sin; but not in producing it, 
which is a mere actof power. ‘There 
H appears nothing, then, contrary to the 
? || holiness, or any perfection ef the De-« 
1. ‘That the existence of sin is con- |! jty, in producing sin, whenever he sees 
ducive to the general good. ‘Though | it is necessary to promote the general 
sin, in itself, be an evil, yet its exist- |! sogd. The pure, perfect, and infinite 
ence affords an occasion for God to || } 


From the Hopkinsian Magazine. 


YHE PRODUCTION OF SIN CONSISTENT 
WITH THE HOLINESS OF THE DEITY. 


In answer to this question, several 
things may be observed; particularly 


make such displays of his nature and 
perfections, as are requisite to the most 
complete enjoyment of him. Crea- 
tures can enjoy God no farther than 


tions. But, the more holy creature: 
know of the Divine character, the 
greater Is the felicity they derive from 
the service and enjoyment of him. 
The greatest good of the universe, 
therefore, must consist in the most per- 
fect manifestation of God; which can- 
not be made, without the exercise of 
his mercy, which cannot be exercised 
but upon sinners. Hence, the exist- 
ence of sin is absolutely conneeted 
with the most perfect plan of Divine 
conduct. ‘Therefore, 


| 
they have the knowledge of his perfec- ? 
i 
| 





a eS 


holiness of God, requires the existence 
of sin,in order to accomplish the best, 
wisest, greatest, and holiest purposes. 
COMMON SENSE. 
~<s208I=— 
EXTRACTS FROM DR. SCOTT’S LETTERS 
AND PAPERS. 
It is a maxim with me, that indulg- 


ed children always are a rod by which 


God corrects their parents. And this 
applies to ministers and their flocks, 
as well as to families: and many pt- 
ous and even eminent ministers have 
sv humored and indulged their people, 
as to render them captious, self-con- 
ceited, and ready to take offence at eve- 
ry faithful and needful reproof and exe 
postulation. Good Mr. Newton, than 


2. The holiness of God must in- |} whom few stand higher on many 
cline him to determine that sin should || grounds, had erred in this respect at 


exist. Whatever effect, or event, is 
necessary to promote the general good, 
both holiness and wisdom dictate 
should take place. So that the holi- 
ness of the Deity not only allows, but 
even requires him to determine, that 
sin should exist. Yet, 

3. The production of sin, or of a 
sinful volition, is the immediate effect, 
not of Divine holiness, but of Divine 
power. God produces sin and every 
other effect by the mere exertion of 
power. Hence, we cannot always de- 
termine the nature of the cause, sim- 
ply from the nature of the effect. For 
instance, we cannot determine, that a 
finite effect must proceed trom a finite 
cause; that a material effect must pro- 
ceed from a material cause; that a 
selfish effect must proceed from a self- 
ish cause; or that a sinful effect must 


| Olney to that degree, that he could not 


preach a plain and practical sermon 
without exciting inquiries throughout 
the town, “What has been the matter? 
Who has been telling Sir something 
that led to this subject?”—By this and 
other concurring circumstances, though 
exemplary, meek and loving, in the 
highest degree, he became an Eli at 
Olney; and really could not keep his 
station, having lost almost all his au- 
thority and influence. And, when it 
was known that he was about to go, 
it seemed the determination of the peo- 
ple te thwart and oppose him in all his 
plans for their benefit: which made 
him more disturbed than I ever saw 
| him at any other time. 

Aversion, carried to extreme, against 
controversial discussions often makes 
way for this declension of esteem and 
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usefulness, by opening the door to false | 
teachers, especially antinomians, to cor- 
rupt the principles; or to persons who 
differ, as dissenters, or anti-pedobap- 
tists, to unsettle the minds of the peo- 
ple. Here, again, good Mr. Newton 
used to say, and was adinired for say- 
ing, “That it was enough to preach 
the ‘truths for, that being established, 
error would fall of itself.” 


heart as error, or more so, this might 
be the case: but who does not see that, 


if St. Paul had been so averse to all | 


controversy, the false teachers of Ga- 
latia and Corinth would have sup- 
planted him, and ruined those flour- 
ishing churches? In consequence, Ol- 
ney, when Mr. N. left it, swarmed with 
antinomians; and when [ about a year 
after, became curate of the parish, most 
of the professors of the gospel joined | 
the dissenters; and I had to attempt) 
raising a new congregation, in opposi- | 
tion to the antinomianism and anti- | 
churchism, so to speak, which pre- | 
vailed. In a population of two thou- 
sand five hundred people, often not | 
one hundred got together on a Sunday | 
morning till nearly. the end of the ser- 
vice, and half of these from other pla- 
ces. A great majority of Mr. N.’s 
best people had died before this time: 
but the antinomians and dissenters had | 
quite undermined his influence; while, 
laboring assiduously to carry off his 
people, they met with no opposition. 


UNITED FOREIGN MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Tue Eighth Annual Meeting of the Uni- | 


After | 
the opening of the meeting, and the read- 


on Wednesday evening, June 11. 


ing of the annual report, it was resolved; 

1. That the Report be accepted, aud 
printed. 

2. That we are obligated, from a solici- 
tude for their temporal, no less than for 
their spiritual welfare, to persevere in giv- 
ing the means of Salvation to the benighted 
nitions. 


The resolutions were moved and second- 
ed by the Rev. Cornelius C. Cuyler, 
Poughkeepsie and the Rev. Mr. Wiley, 
President of Washington College,—Rev. 


Now, if 


truth were as congenial to the human | 


of 


[ 
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ted Foreign Missionary Society was held 





Anniversaries in New-York. 


*, Proudfit of Salem N. Y. and Rev. Mr. 
aa from the Sandwich Islands. 


Capt. John Pollard, a chief of the Sen. 
eca tribe of Indians, was introduced to the 
audience, and through an interpreter, de. 
livered an address, the substance of which 
is thus given by the editor of the New. 
York Observer. 


Capt. Pollard stated that he had recej- 
ved the invitation of the Society to come 
to this meeting. He thanked the Great 
Spirit for preserving him on the way. He 
was glad to see so large an assembly for 
such an object. Indians, he observed, once 
occupied this spot, and all the country, 
Now, their possessions were no bigger than 
aman’s hand. He thanked christians for 
taking pity onthem. The Indians, he said, 
were anxious to receive the gospel. He 
had come now to implore for them the 
words of life. Some light had been let in 
upon them, and he hoped they would not be 
left to go back into darkness again, but 
that Christians would persevere until all 
the Indiaa tribes enjoyed the light. He con- 
cluded witha short but affecting account of 
his own conversion, and e xpressed his grat- 
itude to God and to the Society for the -in- 
struction he had received. 


A collection was taken 


amounting 
to $287,62. 


up 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


Tuc Ninth Anniversary of the Amer. 


ican Bible Society was held in the city of 


New-York on 
the last month. 


Thursday, the of 
His Excellency De Witt 
Clinton took the chair, and, after the read- 
ing of the 103d Psalm by the Rev .Dr. 
Porter, of Catskill, made a_ short address 
to the Society. An address from the ven- 
erable John Jay, the President of the So- 
ciety, absent on account of age and infir- 
mity, was read. 

From the Report of the Treasurer, Wil- 
liam W. Woolsey, Esq. it appeared that 
the receipts of the Socicty for the year had 
been $46,501, and its expenditures $47, 
589. The receipts exceed those of the 
preceding year by $4,589. 

After the reading of the Report of the 
Board of Managers, the following resolu- 
tions were unanimously passed. 


12t 


1. That thé Report of the Managers, parts 
of which have been now read, be appro- 
ved and adopted, and that it be printed 
under their direction. 

2. That the thanks of the Society be given 
to the Managers, for their services during 
the past year. 

3. That the thanks of the Society be giv- 
en to the President and Vice- -Presidents, | for 
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Sveech of Gov. Clinton.—An riversaries in Boston. 


the continuance of their patronage and sup- 
a 

That this Society return their thanks 
ao Secretaries and Treasurer, for their 
many and faithfu} services, gratuitously 
re aes red. 

That while the Society with humble 
inakelan to the will of Almighty God, 
regret the death of their Vice-P resident, 
General Matthew Clarkson, they will cher- 
ish the most affectionate remembrance of 
his ardent piety, his essential services, and 
his firm attachment to the great cause of 
t] . Bible Society. 

‘That the thanks of the Society be giv- 
en a the Auxiliaries, for their zeal, ac- 
tivity, efficiency, and co-operation. 

That this Society rejoice in the suc- 
cess of kindred institutions throughout the 
world, in which so many multitudes are 
engaged to promote translations of the 
Holy Scriptures, and their wider circula- 
tion; and that they will prosecute their la- 
bors, relying on the Divine Blessing, with 
a constant regard to the Glory of God, and 
the highest interests of their fellow men. 


SPEECH OF GOV. CLINTON BEFORE THE Bl- 


BLE SOCIETY. 

Occasions of this kind are always calcu- 
lated to produce the most solemn emotions; 
for the objec ts of these Annual Meetings are 
connected with time and eternity, with our 
present and future state ofexistence. That 
Christianity has elevated the character of 
iman and blessed him in his domestic con- 
nexions and in his social relations, cannot be 
denied by the most obdurate skepticism. 
We must indeed shut our eyes against the 
light of truth, if we do not yield implicit 
faith to the exalting and ameliorating vir- 
tues of our divine ‘religion. We can per- 
haps form a striking estimate of its blessings 
by supposing that it had never shed its efful- 
vence upon the nations. What then would 
have been the state of the world? In all 
probability the Gothic darkness which be- 
nighted mankind on the breaking up of the 
Roman Empire, would have been perpetua- 
ted. Man would have lost his recuperative 
energies, and the revolutions of ages would 
have witnessed his torpid imactivity and 
ho »peless debasement. 

‘The star that attracted the wondering cu- 
riosity of the wise men of the East, has be- 
come a Sun of light to the human race; and 
wherever its radiations have reached, it has 
been the parent of cultivation, of civiliza- 
tion, of knowledge, and of virtue. 

AMERICAN JEWS SOCIETY. 
Tux Society for Meliorating the Condition 
ofthe Jews held its Anniversary on Fri- 
day evening, May 18. An abstract of the 
Annual Report was read, from which it ap- 
peared that the Society has now 322 Aux- 
iliaries, 109 of which have been formed 
since the last Anniversary; its . present 
funds amount to more than $14,000. A 
farm of 400 acres has been rented for 


the present in Harrison, West Chester co. 


: 


| 








| 
| 
| 





| Report, 


191 


N. Y. where an immediate settlement of 
Jews is proposed. The Society still hold 
it in contemplation to purchase land for 
this object. Afterthe acceptance of the 
other resolutions were adopted, 
and the meeting was addressed by the 
Rev. Dr. Proudfit, Rev. C. C. Cuyler, 
tev. R. Smith of Ballston, Rev. Howard 
Malcomb of Hudson, and Mr. Jacobi and 
. De Wolf, two converts from Judaism. 





UNITED DOMESTIC MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


Tue United Domestic Missionary Society 
also held its Annual Meeting on Friday 


evening. Resolutions were moved by his 


Excellency Governor Clinton, Hon. James 
Kent, Hon. Jonas Platt, Rev. Dr. Macau- 
ley, and Rev. Mr. Bush, of Indiana, and 
seconded by the Rev. J. Frost, of Whites- 
boro’, Rev. Mr. Ellis, Rev. J. Knox, Rev 
Mr. Arbuckle, of Bloomingrove, and Rev. 
Mr. Breckenridge of Lexington, Ky. 


1. That the Report of the Executive Com- 
mittee be avproved and adopted, and that it 
be printed under their direction. 

2. That the thanks of the Society be giv- 
en to the Executive Committee for their ser- 
vices during the past year. 

3. That our thanks be given to the Aux- 
iliary Societies and individuals, who have 
contributed to the funds during the past 
year. 

4. That the success which has attended 
this Society, and especially the revivals of 
religion among its missionary stations, 
while it excites a fervent and devout erati- 
tude to our Lord Jesus Christ, demands 
more vigorous and persevering efforts in 
behalf of our destitute fellow citizens. 

5. That the applications for aid from the 
feeble churches in the Western States to this 
Society, call loudly upon our patriotism 
and piety to aid them in procuring the in- 
stitutions of the Gospel, and that ihe efforts 
of our Executive Committee for this great 
object meet with our cordial approval. 


ANNIVERSARIES IN BOSTON, 
AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


Tue Annual Meeting of the American Ed- 
ucation Society was held on Monday morn- 
ing, May 23. In the evening, the Society 
the Old South 
Church, where, after a brief statement, by 
the Rev. Mr. Eaton, of the past operations 
and present state of the Society, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were proposed and a- 
dopted. 


was again convened at 


1. That the benefactors of this Society 
ought ever to be had in grateful remem- 
brance; and that great caution in the re- 
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commendation and great tenderness in the |] land, the property, and the lives of all tie 
subsequent treatment of pn for the people are entirely at his disposal. He qj. 
Society’s bounty, are due from the friends || vides out the land among the high chiefs 
of reli ion. : | and then taxes them for whale he de. 
2. That the paramount importance oi | sires; money, labor, tapa, provisions, &. 
ie ohjost conemnner be sae So- ] ray ne how! the land _— 
‘ieties, and the intrinsic difficulties connec- || a lower order of chiefs, or among their 
ted with the prosecution of it, require the | particular favorites, and these, onal rent 
fervent and effectual prayer of the righteous || Ht to farmers, who usually get about one 
“ — who has the hearts of all men in his | half its prose every gener supra 
ands. over all who are under him, and takes even 
3. What the encouragements to perse- || their lives at his pleasure. Besides all these 
vere in the benevolent enterprise, in which || rents, the farmers are unmercifully taxed, 
the ae ae maeaety wenn: | =~ are Sampenee . gn, to ae = 
are ample; and that the friends of religion || the chief, one day in five, But, not satisfied 
should give it their united, vigorous, aud || with all this, the chief, if the land be brought 
by the tenant into a highstate of cultivation, 


continued support. 
‘These resolutions were accompanied by || immediately demands a greater proportion 
of the products, or lets it out to other ten- 


eer eee ae Se. mr. sn of | ants, who may be inclined to favor. If by 
Rhinebeck, N. Y. Rev. President Tyler, of || great exertions, the farmer raises hogs, 


Dartmouth College, N. H. Rev. Mr.Green, || $0ats, or fowls, the chief takes them all, or 


’ ° : 
< . . nearly all, to himself: for these are consid- 
and Rev. Louis Dwight, of Boston, and || ered articles of luxury, to which the farmer 


Rey. Dr. Griffin, President of Williams || has no right. If he pope melons or any 

College. At the close, a collection was ta- || reign fruits, he must sellthem secretly, or 

r . 7 BH COMCENON WAS TD" || the chief will seize the avails. 

ken of $171,55. “Ifa man has committed a crime, his own 
MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 














chief is the only person who will take cogni- 
zance of it~—even the king when applied to 
in such a case, usually denies his right to in- 
terfere. The tyranny of the chiefs is most 
oppressive. Each chief of any considerable 
distinction, has a very numerous train of at- 
tendants about him, who have nothing to do 
but to steal and commit ne These idle 

i arge portion of 


transaction of business. In the evening an | persons comprise a very 
the community, I should think nearly one 


appropriate discourse was delivered in the | 

Old Sout! tat iii Mies Ne half; and the fact that so many are com 
outh meeting house, by the hev. Mr. | pletely idle, will doubtless prove one of the 

Storrs, of New Braintree, from Psalm 5:34 | principal hindrances to the introduction of 


—Ascribe ye strength unto God.—Collec- || the gospel among them, amd of that sound 
: ‘ | morality which it prescribes.” 
tion, $158. { Miss. Her.] | 


es Lae 
Utica Missionary Depository. 


The following extract of aletter from Rev. | 
William Richards, addressed toone of our | Received for the A. B. C. F. M. from the 
20th April, to the 20th May, 3825. 


correspondents, contains facts deserving || 
a place in the statistics of these Islands. Burlington, Mon. con. by the cong. chh. and 


On Tuesday morning, May 24, the Massa- | 
chusetts Missionary Society met at the | 
vestry of the church in Park Street, for the | 
reading of the Annual Report and _ the | 
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Ree. & Tel. suc. 1; by Mr, Bernia Foot, for Palestine 
“The supreme authority ef these Islands, | ee St he relic. et ° B5 00 
has rarely been held by one king, but been | ns pa Pathan, Tecan 
. , mT people, by Rev. N. Latham, Treas. 4 84 
vested in two, three, or four. The families || cinton, Mon. con. by Dea. Butler, 17,00; Miss 
of the kings, however, are so much in the | Mary Hays, a box of garden seeds, 
habit of intermarrying, that the interests of || Utica, Mon. con. 6 53 
the kings and ehiefs are very intimately con- | mney ist cong. soc. mon. con, by Mr, L. ig 
nected with each other. The government | Perry, (Genesée county,) Mon. con. by Dr. J. 
is entirely hereditary in its character. One | Ward, 
of the chiefs has furnished me with the || Whitesboro, From fem. miss. so. by Rev. John 
names of a line of one hundred kings, which, | Frost. as 28 7 
if it can be relied onas correct, would affix || T7¢zton, From the S, S. — — half the 
considerable antiquity to the nation. The een of their rewards, by Rev. Jon ae 
government descends through the daughters Livenia, Mon. con. by Rev. W. Day, 15 75 
of the king, as well as the sons, which ac- } Palmyra, Mon. con, east pres. soc. © 6 00 
counts for the custom, very prevalent among 1 Hamilton College, Mon. con. by Mr. H. 
the kings and chiefs, of marrying their || Dwight, . 5 50 
nearest relatives, even to their sisters and || ave Sia PRR HRA. CHM. NE AT 12 85 
o Pe ’ 


daughters. King Tamahamaha, for exam- || Westmoreland, Rev. Abijah Crane, asa bal.in 
ple, being a rebel, aad only a cousin to the | favor of the A.B. C.F.M. 7 
rightful heir to the throne, married into a || Attica, (Gencseo eo.) From the miss, asso. of 


family of higher rank than himself: and it | oor pare. ~ ne the A. B. C.F, Meg 
was on account of the queen, only, that || aa tna iaaled weiss oe 
Ais children hada right to the throne. Amount of Cash, $135 99 


“The king is absolutgly supreme. The | ARBIJAH THOMAS, Agent. 
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The Sketch Book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent. Fourth Amer 
ican, E-dition, in 2 vols. ) 

Story of Jack Halyard the Sailor Boy, or The Virtuous Fa- 
mily. Designed for American Childrenin Families & Schools. 
By Wm, S. Cardell. ae 

‘Sketches of the Life and Character of Patrick Henry. . By 
Wm. Wirt,’of-Richmond, Virginia, Second Edition, correct 
ed by the Author. . 3 | 

The. Life of George Washington, Commander. in Chief of 
the American Forces, during the War which-established the In- 
a dependence of: his Country, and First President of the United © 
tio States. . Compiled: under the. inspection of the Hon. Bushrod. © 
‘Washington from-Original Papers, bequeathed to: him by his 
s hogy, deceased relative; and now in possession of the Author. To 
ons Which is prefixed,An Introduction, Containing A Compendi- 
armel’ ous view of the Colomies planted by the English on the Con- 

of, tinent of North America, from their settlement to the Com- 

wf, Mencement of that war which terminated in their Independence. 
By John Marshall—in.5 vols. with an‘Atlas, | 
f - Phe History of England. from the Invasion of Julius. Czsar 
iderabify. to. the’ Death: of George HI. A New Edition in’ 9 vols. . By 
8 Hume, Smollett,. and Bissett. | a | 

Europe and America, in 1821, with an. Examination of the ~ 
Plan laid before the ‘Cortes of Spain, for the recognition of the 
Independence of South America. Translated from the French 
of the Abbe De Pradt, by J. D. Williams. In 2 vols. 

Female Quixotism; Exhibited in the Romantic Opinions 
and extravagant Adventures of Dorcasina Sheldon, in 2 vols. 

An Introduction to the Practice of Midwifery. By Thomas 
Denman, M. Dy Licentiate in Midwifery of the Collece of 
Physicians, London; and Honorary Member of the Royal Me- 
dical Society at Edinburgh. . From the last London Edition. 
Revised’ by: the Author, with Notes and. Emendations,. by 
John W. Francis, M. D. : " | 

_A:Compendious System of Midwifery, chiefly designed to 
facilitate the Inquiries of those who may be pursuing. this 
branch: of study.’ Illustrated by occasional cases, with thirteen 
Engravines. By. Wm. P. Dewees,:M. D..* \. 

athological and Surgical Observations on diseases of the 
Jomts.. By B.C. Brodie, F. R..S. » Assistant Surgeon to St. 
George’s Bossi and Lecturer on the Theory and. Practice 
ef Surgety.. Illustrated by colored engravings.. | 

A Series of Lectures, on the most approved Prineiples and 
Practice of Modern Surgery; principally derived from the Lee- 
tures delivered by Astley Cooper, Esq. F. R.S, &c, &c. at the 








2. 


| x | 7 
United Hospitals of Guy andSt.-Thomas, and in which will 
be iound, some of the opinions of-the most eelébrated Sur- 
geons, fromthe ume of Himter,to the preseat moment: inter- 
spersed with aumerous: casés.. By Charles Waliam Jones. 


‘The First American, from the Second London edition. By 


Charles Mingay Syder, Surgeon. 


Elements .of Physiology.. By A, Wsheved, Deohedsde of 


the -Faculty:of Medicine. of Paris, Surgeon’ in Chief of. the 
Hospital-ot St. Louis,’ Member of the Academies of Vienna, 


Petersburg, Madrid, ‘Turin, &c... Frony the fifth Lendon © 
edition, revised, correctet.and enlarged. “Translated. from the: 
French, by G, J. M: we Lys, M. D. Member of the Royal. 
Collegeof Surzeons in London, with Notes by’N. Chaparan, » 


M. D. Professor of the Institutes and Practice of ‘Medicine in 
the Daiversity of Pennsylvania. ‘The ‘Translation corrected, 
and the late timprovements added. By John D.”Godmarn, M. 
D. Lecturer on Anatomy, and Physiology. «= 

A Troatiseon some PracticalPoints, relating to the diséases 


of the Eye, by the late John Cunningham Saunders, Demon- / 
strator of Anatomy, at St. Thonias’ Hospital, Founder and ~ 


Suigeon of: the London Infirmary.for curing’ Diseases of the 
tye. “To which are added, a short account of the Author’s 
Life, and his method of curing the’ Congenital. 3 


An Outline of Bible History; with Notesand Observations; 3 
adapted to the minds of you h, and designed for Savbath and: 
other Schools; with engruviiigs—by Rev. Charles A. Good- 


rich, 
Conversations on English Grammar; explaining the. princi- 
plos and Tules of the language, illustrated by appropriate exer- 


cises} abridged and adapted to the use of schools—by Charles — 


M. Ingersoll. — 4th eflition. | 


Village Hymns for. Social Worship, selected and original: 
designed asa supplement to Dr. Watts’ Psalms and Hymas— - 


by Asahel Nettleton. . 2d edition. 


Zion’s Harp; or a new collection of Music, intended as. a¢om-, 
re te Vilage Hymns ‘for Social Worship, . by. Asatel. 
‘ettletou. Also, adapted to other hymn books, and to be used) 


in conference meetings and revivals of religion. 


=~ 


A Theoretical & Practical Grammar of the'French Toneue; : 


in which thé present usage is ‘displayed, and_all the principal 
difficulties explained agreeably to the decisions of the rench 
Acadény. To which are added some select familiar phrases 


on the -principal difficulties and ‘niceties of the Fresch. Lan-. 


guase. By ML De Levizac. Second American, from the 
Sixth Freach edition: to which has been added, a ‘Treatise on 
French Versification. . The whole carefully Revised and Cor- 
rected, by Auguste B. Houel,’ Professor of Languages. «~ 
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